
 
 

CALENDAR 
January 30-31 - Alaska CHARR Legislative Summit | Juneau, AK 
February 17-20 – Sociable City Summit | Learn How to Plan & Manage Nightlife in Your City | New Orleans, LA 
March 11-13 - 2018 ABL Annual Meeting | New Orleans, LA 
March 18-20 - NABCA 25th Annual Symposium on Alcohol Beverage Law & Regulation | Arlington, VA 
April 22-25 - NBWA Legislative Conference | Washington, DC 
April 30 - May 1 – 2018 RRForum National Conference | Detroit, MI 
June 3-5 – 2018 Beverage Alcohol Retailers Conference | Denver, CO 
June 11-12 - ABL Summer Board Meeting | Fairbanks, AK 
 
 

ABL & POLICY News: 
Drunken Driving Blood-Alcohol Threshold Should Be Lowered, Scientific Panel Says 
A prestigious scientific panel is recommending that states significantly lower their drunken driving thresholds as 
part of a blueprint to eliminate the "entirely preventable" 10,000 alcohol-impaired driving deaths in the United 
States each year. The U.S. government-commissioned, 489-page report by a panel of the National Academies of 
Sciences, Engineering and Medicine released Wednesday throws the weight of the scientific body behind lowering 
the blood-alcohol concentration threshold from 0.08 to 0.05. All states have 0.08 thresholds.  
 
Supreme Court to Revisit Internet Sales Tax Ruling 
In a decision cheered by traditional retailers and many states, the U.S. Supreme Court agreed to revisit a 1992 
decision in which it ruled that states could only require remote sellers to collect sales taxes if they had a physical 
presence in the state. The Court said it would hear an appeal from South Dakota (South Dakota vs. Wayfair) that the 
current "physical presence" rule is outdated and unfair in a time when Americans do much of their shopping online. 
In 2016, South Dakota passed a law requiring out-of-state sellers to collect and turn over sales tax to the state. The 
state's highest court struck down the law, citing previous Supreme Court decisions. 
 
Here Are the Proposed Laws That Could Protect Legal Pot in 2018 
It could be a big year—or a tumultuous one—for the marijuana movement. Right on the heels of California's historic 
legalization in early January, Attorney General Jeff Sessions gave federal prosecutors leeway to go after marijuana in 
states where it's legal. His reversal of the Cole Memo emerged, despite support for legalization that has maintained 
historic highs.  Polarity in the marijuana debate is "dropping rapidly," according to Sanho Tree, a fellow at the 
progressive think tank Institute for Policy Studies, especially as young generations emerge in support of 
legalization. "Baby boomers are fading into the rear mirror of demographics," he told Newsweek. 
 
 

INDUSTRY News: 
American Beverage Licensees 
Executive Director John Bodnovich Issues Statement on the NAS Report on Alcohol-Impaired Driving 
 
Alcohol and Tobacco Tax and Trade Bureau (TTB) 
TTB Newsletter | Weekly News (January 19) 
TTB Issues Guidance on Craft Beverage Modernization and Tax Reform 
 
Beer Institute 
Beer Institute Names Dan Roth, Senior Director of Public Affairs 
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Brewers Association 
Brewery Visits Add Occasions to Help Grow Beer Category 
Keynote Speakers Announced for 2018 Craft Brewers Conference  
 
Distilled Spirits Council 
NAS Report: Missed Opportunity to Address Impaired Driving 
 
MillerCoors 
Brewery Taproom Visits Dragging Down the Corner Bar 
 
National Academies of Sciences 
Getting to Zero Alcohol-Impaired Driving Fatalities: A Comprehensive Approach to a Persistent Problem 
 
Nation's Restaurant News 
What Restaurants Can Expect After the 7-Eleven ICE Raids 
 
Pernod Ricard USA 
Group Acquires Remaining Stake in Avión Tequila  
 
SevenFifty Daily 
Managing Customer Misconceptions About Wine and Spirits 
 
Wines & Vines 
DtC Shipment Value Rose 15.5% in 2017 
 
Wine Institute 
Association Restructures Federal and International Advocacy Operations 
 
 

AFFILIATE News: 
Indiana Association of Beverage Retailers 
Panel Puts Cold Beer Sales on Ice 
Lawmakers on Wednesday crushed an effort to allow more retailers to sell cold beer – voting 9-1 to defeat the 
measure in the Senate Public Policy Committee. The move all but assures the topic is dead for the session. 
Legislators in the House could try to attach the language to other alcohol bills but chances of that are slim. Sen. Ron 
Alting (R-Lafayette), who chaired the committee, held the hearing for the first time ever to open up the dialogue. But 
he has long opposed the move and voted against Senate Bill 26.  
 
 

STATE News: 
Arkansas: Pot and Politics - The Politics of Medical Marijuana Will Be an Interesting Story as It Evolves 
The politics of medical marijuana in Arkansas will be an interesting story as it evolves. Could it, for example, become 
an issue in congressional races? It is an issue that doesn't break as neatly along partisan lines as, say, abortion and 
gay rights. A group supporting legal marijuana notes today that 69 U.S. representatives are pushing legislation to 
ensure that federal Justice Department money cannot be used to interfere with states that have authorized some 
form of legal marijuana. U.S. Attorney General Jeff Sessions has threatened this.  
 
California: "Boxed," Costco for Millennials, Adds Booze to Its Bulk Delivery Options 
Boxed, a grocery delivery website that bills itself as “Costco for millennials,” is now bringing the liquor store to your 
doorstep. The New York-based e-commerce company delivers bulk nonperishable grocery items such as laundry 
detergent, pet supplies and paper goods for free on orders totaling $49 or more. The company, founded in 2013, has 
distribution centers across the country and does not charge a membership fee like Costco and Amazon Prime. 
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Colorado: State Report Recommends Allowing 3.2 Beer Sellers to Automatically Switch to Full-Strength 
Brews 
The state agency that oversees alcohol licenses in Colorado published a report this month recommending that 
hundreds of gas stations and grocery stores currently stocking 3.2 beer be able to automatically switch to full 
strength sales in 2019. The report from the Colorado Department of Revenue provides suggestions for how the state 
should phase out 3.2 beer limits for Loaf 'N Jug, 7-Eleven, King Soopers, Safeway and other stores throughout the 
state. The department said lawmakers now get to decide how to handle the upcoming transition. 
 
Colorado: Grocery Stores Prepare to Transition to Full-Strength Beer 
The Department of Revenue is working on how grocery stores in Colorado will transition to selling full-strength 
beer. Next year, gas stations and grocery stores will be able to sell full-strength beer instead of the 3.2 beer that is 
currently on shelves. The law was signed by Gov. John Hickenlooper in June 2016 which allowed grocery store 
chains to phase in liquor sales over the next 20 years at 20 locations per company. 
 
Colorado: Liquor Law Working Group Releases Report on Changes to Retail Liquor Licenses 
On December 29, 2017, the SB 16-197 Working Group released its report to the Senate Business, Labor, and 
Technology Committee and the House Business Affairs and Labor Committee making recommendations on the 
implementation of the sweeping changes to Colorado Liquor Law that were signed into law by Governor 
Hickenlooper in 2016. SB-197 addressed the regulation of retail sales of fermented malt beverages, malt liquor, 
wine, and spirits for off-premises consumption, and unified the definitions of fermented malt beverage and malt 
liquor, to be effective as of January 1, 2019. 
 
Iowa: State Will Soon Require Ignition Interlocks to Have Cameras 
Iowa will soon require all ignition interlocks be equipped with cameras, a move that will ensure drivers required to 
take alcohol-content breath tests don’t have someone else blow into the device, officials said. Under the proposed 
change to Iowa’s administrative rules, a vehicle will still start if someone other than the driver is photographed 
blowing into the device. 
 
Maine: Legalization Panel Makes Concession, Votes to Delay Social Cannabis Clubs Until 2023 
In their first major concession to Gov. Paul LePage, lawmakers crafting rules for Maine’s legal adult-use cannabis 
industry agreed Tuesday to ban social clubs until 2023. The Legislature’s Marijuana Legalization Implementation 
Committee voted 5-1 to delay social club licensing for five years in hopes of pacifying those who last year voted 
against a bill that would have launched the state’s recreational market. Committee members said they don’t want 
Maine to lead the way on social clubs, and would prefer to learn from the experience of other states before 
implementing their own rules. 
 
Maryland: Could Reducing Alcohol Access Solve Baltimore's Murder Problem? 
Baltimore City leaders and communities have many potential solutions to address surging homicides, Among them: 
reducing the number of alcohol outlets. Murder clusters around alcohol outlets. Each additional alcohol outlet in a 
census tract raises the homicide rate 1.6 percent. Nearly half of all homicides - 47 percent - are caused by excessive 
drinking, according to the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC). This means that the murder wouldn't 
have happened if the perpetrator hadn't been drinking. Apply CDC's calculations to Baltimore, and 161 of the 343 
homicides in 2017 were caused by excessive drinking. 
 
Maryland: Franchot Continues Push for Brewery Reform 
Peter Franchot is on something of a crusade. The Maryland comptroller is pushing for a series of reforms to the laws 
regulating breweries, and painting himself as the champion of the state’s beer makers. Franchot has been a regular 
presence at events with Frederick brewers to push new legislation. 
 
New Hampshire: State Legislators Mixed on Marijuana Bill 
A bill to legalize small amounts of marijuana received a mixed reaction from Carroll County's N.H. House members 
last week. House Speaker Gene Chandler (R-Bartlett) just says no. The bill passed 207-139. Carroll County 
lawmakers were on both sides of the issue and it didn't break down on party lines. In Carroll County, six lawmakers 
voted in favor, and seven were opposed. Speaker of the House Gene Chandler (R-Bartlett), because of his rank, 
would vote only in the event of a tie, but he told The Sun he opposes legalization. 
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New York: State to Look at Legalizing Recreational Marijuana 
New York will study whether it's plausible to legalize marijuana for recreational use as neighboring states move 
ahead with it, Gov. Andrew Cuomo announced Tuesday. Cuomo called on lawmakers to approve funding for a 
feasibility study as part of his annual state budget address, where he laid out his spending proposal for the coming 
year. 
 
North Dakota: State's Seat Belt Law Under Review 
Gov. Doug Burgum said Thursday, he would support a change in state law to boost enforcement of seat belt use, a 
move that the head of the North Dakota Highway Patrol said would save lives but could face skepticism from 
lawmakers. North Dakota is one of 15 states with a secondary seat belt law, according to the Governors Highway 
Safety Association, meaning law enforcement officers may only issue a ticket for not wearing one when another 
traffic violation takes place.  
 
Oklahoma: Council Looks to Modernize Blue Laws 
The Oklahoma Grape Industry Council gave a new meaning to discussing business over a glass of wine. Before 
Oklahoma blue laws saw major changes during the November 2016 election, the council was fighting for wineries to 
legally sell a full glass of wine on site, instead of just smaller tastings. Now wineries can sell an actual glass of wine, 
but OGIC co-chair Cynthia Duncan said there is still a long way to go in modernizing Oklahoma’s alcohol laws. 
 
Oklahoma: What the Ale - Big Changes Coming to Beer Distribution in October 
A lot of things will change in the beer, wine and spirits world in October, not just cold regular beer and wine in 
grocery and convenience stores. The Oklahoma distribution system is changing too. Oklahoma has been a four-tier 
state for a long time. Now, it is changing to a three-tier state. The four tiers included producer/supplier, 
importer/distributor, broker and retailer. Under the new system, the broker will merge into the 
importer/distributor category. For the average consumer, nothing changes - in theory. 
 
South Dakota: House Committee Gets a Preview of Big Changes Sought on Alcohol 
The governor and some lawmakers want to rewrite many South Dakota laws on making, distributing and selling 
liquor, beer, wine and other alcohol and expand some too. The best part: They want it done before the legislative 
session ends March 26. It’s going to be a big fight that comes as Gov. Dennis Daugaard enters his final year. 
 
Tennessee: State Lawmakers Push for Liquor and Wine Sales on Sundays 
After making their return to Nashville, some state lawmakers said they plan on supporting a bill that would allow 
consumers to buy liquor and wine, the same hours as beer. Tennessee changed the law allowing wine to be sold in 
grocery stores less than two years ago. State Senator Jon Lundberg told WJHL he thinks Tennessee is ready for the 
next step. "You want the folks on Sunday who forgot about this, we've got a big event or a holiday I'd rather have 
them in our area, not go to Virginia, stay here," Lundberg explained to WJHL. 
 
West Virginia: Bill Would Require Bar Owners to Report Life-Threatening Events 
Members of the West Virginia Senate are discussing a bill that would require bar owners to report violent crimes or 
other life-threatening events that happen on their property to law enforcement, EMS and the state Alcohol Beverage 
Control Administration. The Senate Judiciary Committee discussed the proposed legislation, Senate Bill 110, on 
Tuesday. 
 
Wisconsin: Lawmakers Look to Close Loopholes to Stiffen Drunk Driving Laws 
Lawmakers say it's time to stop enabling drunk drivers by changing a law that currently considers drunk driving, 
drunk boating and operating snowmobiles or ATVs or UTVs impaired, all as separate offenses. Thirty percent of the 
people arrested in north east Wisconsin for boating under the influence also had records for OWI on our roadways. 
Several of those people had third or fourth offense OWIs, but the violations for operating any of those recreational 
vehicles while drunk aren't considered the same thing and don't increase penalties. 
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BUSINESS/LIFESTYLE News: 
Weed Start-Ups Want Social Drinkers to Change Way They Get Buzzed 
Alcohol companies beware: Cannabis is coming for your customers. Now that recreational marijuana is legal in 
California and seven other states, startups are vying with traditional beverage companies for the attention of 
consumers planning to ingest a social intoxicant. Instead of meeting after work for a drink, for example, they suggest 
other ways to catch a buzz with friends or co-workers. Perhaps some cannabis wine will do, or maybe pot-infused 
seltzer or even an old-fashioned joint – pre-rolled, of course. 
 
Visa Pilots Biometrics Payments Card 
Two banks, Mountain America Credit Union and Bank of Cyprus, are working with Visa on pilots for a new EMV 
dual-interface (chip- and contactless-enabled) payment card that leverages biometrics. According to Visa, the 
biometric payment card pilots will test the use of fingerprint recognition as alternatives to PIN or signature to 
authenticate the cardholder. Both pilots are being managed through the Visa Ready for Biometrics program, a new 
vertical supporting the growing demand for biometric authentication solutions. 
 
Green Flash Pulls Distribution From 33 States, Eliminates 15 Percent of Workforce (Excerpt) 
Facing increased competition from more than 6,000 U.S. craft breweries, Green Flash Brewing today announced 
plans to pull distribution from 33 states in a move that will also include a 15 percent reduction of its workforce. 
Speaking with Brewbound, Green Flash co-founder Mike Hinkley said the 15-year-old San Diego-headquartered 
craft brewery had initially built a 50-state footprint with aspirations of being a “heritage” brand, but as thousands of 
startup breweries opened their doors, and chipped into Green Flash sales, the company was forced to alter its 
strategy. 
 
The Improbable Prohibition Agents Who Outsmarted Speakeasy Owners 
Isadore Einstein, known as “Izzy” to his friends, was no one’s idea of a G-man. Short, fat with numerous chins and 
thinning hair, he was so rotund that the great crime writer, Herbert Asbury, described his belly as moving 
“majestically ahead like the breast of an overfed pouter pigeon.” With his thick round spectacles perched on his 
nose, Izzy had all the looks of your below-average Joe. But it was precisely this unprepossessing appearance that 
would make him, and his similarly schlubby friend, Moe Smith, the greatest federal agents of their age. 
 
Kroger Could Buy a Wholesale Delivery Startup 
Kroger Co. is among rumored bidders attempting to purchase a fast-growing startup for as much as $500 million. 
According to Forbes, the Cincinnati-based grocery giant is a likely candidate to purchase Boxed, a high-profile e-
commerce startup that delivers bulk goods to customers across the country. Kroger is believed to be one of the first 
bidders for the business, which likely is drawing offers of $325 million to $500 million, according to the report.  
 
New Effort Aims to Bolster Music Venues 
As you nod along to a catchy tune over dinner or drinks with friends, you might not even think about the live music 
you’re enjoying. For many people, live music is simply part of the ambiance of their local bars or restaurants. For 
others, it may be the main draw. Either way, people often don’t give much thought to the price of that 
entertainment. For small business owners, however, paying for a license for that music can be a major worry. While 
playing live music in a venue without a license is copyright infringement, creating potential liability for lawsuits 
seeking large amounts of money, it is often impossible for business owners to figure out which licenses to buy, for 
what and from whom. 
 
The World's Most Valuable Distiller Is Running Out of Liquor 
You know you're in Maotai when you smell it. The picturesque town of about 100,000 in southwestern China is 
home to the world's most valuable liquor company -- and the soy-sauce-like scent of the Chinese grain alcohol 
baijiu, made by the eponymous Kweichow Moutai Co., permeates the main street. But inside the liquor stores along 
the road, the distiller's main brands are all sold out. Lines form wherever bottles are available. The buying frenzy -- 
and resulting inventory shortages -- extend nation-wide. Moutai baijiu's fiery flavor and potential to appreciate in 
price is driving the blistering demand.  
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Carlos Brito on the Challenge of Illicit Alcohol 
According to the World Health Organization, about a quarter of all alcoholic-beverage consumption globally is 
unrecorded. Unrecorded alcohol is a wide category that comprises everything from the beer brewed by aficionados 
at home to illegal and sometimes destructive bootlegging practices. Recent studies by Euromonitor International 
demonstrate that in many countries, particularly emerging markets, the percentage of unrecorded alcohol can 
sometimes be more than half of the total alcohol market.  
 
 

DISTRIBUTION News: 
California: 
Breakside Brewery Expands California Distribution 
 
North Carolina: 
Firestone Walker Expands Distribution to North Carolina  
 
Oklahoma: 
Atlas Brands to Distribute Crooked Stave Artisan Beer in Oklahoma 
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