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CALENDAR
December 9 - 2nd Annual Hops for Hope | The National Center for Missing & Exploited Children | Dulles, VA 

February 17-20 – Sociable City Summit | Learn How to Plan & Manage Nightlife in Your City | New Orleans, LA 

March 11-13 - 2018 ABL Annual Meeting | New Orleans, LA 

April 30 - May 1 – 2018 RRForum National Conference | Detroit, MI 

June 11-12 - ABL Summer Board Meeting | Fairbanks, AK

CLICK HERE TO REGISTER NOW!

ABL & PUBLIC POLICY News 
ABL to Recognize Sazerac CEO Mark Brown with 2018 Top Shelf Award 

American Beverage Licensees (ABL) is proud to announce Mark Brown, President & CEO of Sazerac Company, Inc., will be recognized with the 2018 ABL 

Top Shelf Award at ABL's 16th Annual Meeting on March 12, 2018 in New Orleans, Louisiana.  The ABL Top Shelf Award, the highest honor presented by 

America's beer, wine and spirits retailers, recognizes those who have demonstrated professional excellence in the beverage alcohol industry, and have had 

a positive influence in their community. 

The Justice Department Quietly Backs Away from a Hard Line on Music Licensing 

In the past week, the antitrust division of the U.S. Department of Justice has drawn great scrutiny thanks to its bold lawsuit seeking to block AT&T's 

proposed acquisition of Time Warner. According to the government, if the merger is allowed, AT&T would have the incentive and ability to substantially 

lessen competition in the media industry by doing something such as withholding or raising the price on an asset like HBO. 

Proposed Amendment Protecting Canna-Banks Blocked by GOP 

On Wednesday, GOP representatives in the House extinguished yet another amendment that could have granted cannabis-related businesses access to the 

federal banking system. First reported by Marijuana Moment’s Tom Angell, the amendment to H.R. 4293, better known as the “Secure and Fair 

Enforcement Banking Act of 2017,” is now officially dead. Also referred to as the “Safe Act of 2017,” the discarded amendment to H.R. 4293 would have 

allowed America’s financial institutions to finally provide service for one of the country’s fastest-growing and lucrative industries – marijuana.

Sessions Hints at Crackdown on Recreational Pot, Affecting California, Other States 

Attorney General Jeff Sessions hinted Wednesday that the Justice Department may take a tougher stance on recreational marijuana in the near future, a 

change in policy that would have a significant impact on the five states plus the District of Columbia that already allow the drug to be used for more than 

medicinal purposes. California is scheduled to join that group on Jan. 1.
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Fraud Landscape Shifts as EMV Adoption Becomes More Widespread 

It’s been just over two years since the liability shift around EMV pushed retailers and financial institutions towards adopting chip-enabled cards and 

terminals, and the fraud landscape for cybercriminals has shifted along with that adoption. In June, Visa reported that it had issued nearly 450 million 

chip cards and that 50% of U.S. storefronts now accept the more secure payment cards.

Senate Tax Bill Will Reportedly Raise Pass-Through Deduction to 20% 

Senate Republicans will move to ease the tax burden on pass-through businesses under their bill, one of a series of expected changes in a push to win over 

skeptical lawmakers, two news outlets reported Wednesday. A tweaked Senate tax bill would increase the income tax deduction for pass-through 

businesses to 20 percent from 17.4 percent, Bloomberg and Politico reported, citing unnamed senators. 

INDUSTRY News
Alcohol and Tobacco Tax and Trade Bureau (TTB) 

TTB Newsletter | Weekly News (December 1)

Beverage Media 

Retailers Are at the Front Lines of Confusing Shipping Restrictions

Breakthru Beverage Group 

Breakthru Beverage Group & Republic National Distributing Company to Form $12 Billion Company with North American Footprint

Brewers Association 

Democrats and Republicans Come Together in the Name Of . . . Beer

Nightclub & Bar 

Will You Stake Your Claim to the Ganja Gold Mine?

SevenFifty Daily 

Should Wine Labels List Ingredients?

Shanken News Daily 

The RNDC-Breakthru Deal: Challenges and Opportunities Ahead

Sky Ranch Foundation 

Sky Ranch Foundation Awards Grant to Voices for Children of North Central Florida, Inc.

AFFILIATE News
Alaska CHARR 

Why Nobody Likes Anchorage’s Potential Alcohol Tax but Its Powerful Sponsor 

In an effort to help pay for growing costs from substance abuse, Anchorage could weigh a potential new tax on alcohol. The measure is an ambition of the 

long-serving chairman of the Anchorage Assembly. But it faces an uphill battle, with criticism coming from multiple sides. Since first getting elected in 

1991 to represent a district in Midtown Anchorage, Dick Traini has spent the majority of the last 26 years on the Assembly.

Montana Tavern Association 

State's Liquor License System Changed from Lottery to Highest-Price Bidding 

Montana lawmakers drastically changed the system by which liquor licenses are obtained from a lottery to a competitive bidding auction during the recent 

special session. 3Senate Bill 5, sponsored by Rep. Steve Fitzpatrick, R-Great Falls, passed by a large majority in both the Senate and the House and will 

also eliminate so-called “combined quota areas” where city boundaries have overlapped. Gov. Steve Bullock requested the bill, so he's expected to sign it 

within the next nine days.

Flathead Bar Owners React to New Liquor License Laws 

Liquor license laws in Montana have not changed since 1947, until yesterday when Governor Steve Bullock signed a bill to change the liquor license lottery 

system to an auction system. Many current license owners told NBC Montana they were not sure what this means for them and need more information on 

the new law. Shawnna Steele owns Desoto Grill in downtown Kalispell. She went through the lottery process to get her cabaret license two years ago. She is 

now trying to make sense of the new law that allows the state to auction off liquor licenses.

STATE News
Arkansas: Wine Law Change Creates More Options for Customers and More Competition for Local Stores 

A change in Arkansas state law now allows grocery stores and some convenience stores to sell wine from large producers and wine from all over the 

country. Previously, the stores, including Walmart, were only allowed to sell wine from small batch farms. "Things are changing," Railway Winery Owner 

and Wine Maker Greg Schneider said. Schneider says part of that change includes the new legislation that makes more wine available in more stores in a 

state that still has 35 dry counties.

Colorado: Grocers Have Begun Buying Out Liquor-Store Licenses 

Nearly a year and a half after Gov. John Hickenlooper signed into law a measure allowing Colorado grocery chains to get more than one full-strength 

liquor license, two metro-Denver stores have bought out existing liquor stores' licenses and received permission from the Colorado Liquor Enforcement 

Division (LED) to set up retail liquor operations within their locations. A Costco Wholesale at 8686 Park Meadows Center Drive in Lone Tree purchased 

the licenses from two nearby liquor stores in order to open its own liquor operations.

Colorado: Left Hand Brewing Sues After $2 Million in Beer Goes Bad 

Left Hand Brewing filed a lawsuit against a former yeast supplier claiming the company sold the brewer a strain that contaminated $2 million worth of 

beer. Left Hand Brewing alleges White Labs Incorporated sold a strain that caused beers to continue to ferment after being bottled. Customers complained 

of excessive, built up pressure in the bottles.
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http://www.9news.com/money/business/colorado-grocers-have-begun-buying-out-liquor-store-licenses/492894206
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Delaware: Tigani Bothers Dealt Setback in Lawsuit Against Dad 

The latest chapter in a bitter family feud - among the owners of Delaware's largest beer distributor will likely carry on through the holidays. Robert F. 

Tigani Sr., the 74-year-old scion of N.K.S. Distributors founders', is being sued by his adult sons in Delaware Chancery Court over claims their father is 

attempting to cheat them and their children out of a multi-million-dollar inheritance. 

Illinois: New Interstate Shipping Ban Impacts State's Wine Retailers 

Wine retailers in Illinois are suffering the consequences of a law enacted earlier this year that makes it a felony to ship wine into the state without the 

proper license. One wine industry expert said requiring another license for retailers is just another way for the state to make money at the expense of small 

business owners.

Indiana: Alcohol Changes Yield Winners, Losers 

Nearly 20 recommendations for alcohol-related legislation floated through a three-hour meeting recently of the Indiana General Assembly-created Alcohol 

Code Revision Commission. Here is a breakdown of some preliminary drafts facing the panel that meets again on Dec. 1. Included are suggestions of 

winners and losers if legislation passes the General Assembly.

Indiana: Officials Touting Impact, Promoting Awareness of State’s Lifeline Law 

It's been five years since Indiana’s Lifeline Law took effect. Now, officials are once again trying to promote awareness of the legislation, while also touting 

its impact. According to the Lifeline Law website, the law provides immunity for the crimes of “public intoxication, minor possession, minor consumption 

and minor transport to persons who reveal themselves to law enforcement while seeking medical assistance for a person suffering from an alcohol-related 

health emergency.”

Maryland: Comptroller to Announce Proposed Craft Beer Changes 

Comptroller Peter Franchot will be discussing proposed craft beer legislation. Franchot has scheduled two news conferences on Monday, one in Baltimore 

and one in Silver Spring. The proposals will seek changes to Maryland’s beer laws, which critics say are outdated. The comptroller’s office says the 

proposals will largely reflect the findings of the Comptroller’s Reform on Tap Task Force. The panel held eight meetings on the state’s current laws and the 

impact they have on the craft brewing industry.

Maryland: Montgomery Co. Gears Up for Spirited Alcohol Debate 

A lively debate is brewing in Montgomery County, Maryland, over a proposal that could cause customers who buy alcohol to ditch private businesses and 

patronize county-run stores instead. The bill, expected to be introduced by Del. Eric Luedtke during the 2018 state legislative session, would allow the 

county's liquor stores to sell cold beer and wine. Currently, the 27 businesses operated by the county's Department of Liquor Control can sell those 

products only at room-temperature.

Massachusetts: Anheuser-Busch Disputes Charge of $1 Million ‘Pay-to-Play’ Scheme 

Anheuser-Busch on Tuesday forcefully disputed charges that it tried to stifle competition by giving away nearly $1 million in refrigeration and beer-

dispensing equipment to Boston-area bars and liquor stores in 2014 and 2015. In May, investigators from the state’s Alcoholic Beverages Control 

Commission accused the brewer’s Medford distribution subsidiary of gifting coolers and draught beer dispensers worth a total of $942,200 to 441 Boston-

area retailers, which in return agreed to stock the equipment with Budweiser and other Anheuser-Busch beers.

Michigan: Is Recreational Marijuana About to Be Legalized? 

Members of the Coalition to Regulate Marijuana Like Alcohol believe so. State lawmakers, however, weigh in both ways on the issue. Earlier this month, 

the coalition turned in several cases of signed petitions to get the referendum either approved, or placed on a ballot for voters to decide.

Michigan: Roadside Drug Test Rolls Out in Five Counties - Cheek Swab Will Detect Drug Use Immediately 

Last week, Michigan State Police (MSP) in five Michigan counties began an experimental program aimed at curbing impaired driving, caused by drugs. 

Berrien, Delta, Kent, St. Clair and Washtenaw counties rolled out a one-year preliminary oral fluid analysis pilot, which according to an MSP news release, 

was established under Public Acts 242 and 243. Genesee County was not chosen for evaluation.

Missouri: Lawsuit Challenges State's Restrictive Wine Sale and Shipping Laws 

The Missouri law that bars out-of-state wine distributors from shipping directly to in-state customers is now the subject of a lawsuit. A Florida wine store, 

its owner and a St. Louis wine enthusiast who counts himself a customer are the plaintiffs behind the suit, which was filed yesterday in federal court. They 

claim that the state's unwillingness to let the shop ship to customers in Missouri is unconstitutional - violations of the commerce clause and the privileges 

and immunities clause.

Missouri: State Ranks Last in Road Safety, According to National Safety Coalition 

A national report put Missouri dead last when it comes to adequate road safety laws that address "preventable accidents." The National Safety Council 

gave Missouri an "F" rating in a June report on road, home and workplace safety. Road safety encompassed things like seat belt usage, impaired driving 

and distracted driving.

New Jersey: State Poised to Legalize Cannabis but Some Urge Caution 

New Jersey's incoming Democratic governor has promised to legalize marijuana, but just how speedy Phil Murphy and the Democrat-led Legislature can 

be remains murky. The effort's top legislative backers say they have a proposal ready to go soon after Murphy succeeds GOP Gov. Chris Christie on Jan. 16, 

and Murphy has given no indication of backing off his promise.

New York: Growth in State's Brewing Industry Expected to Continue in 2018 

Recent changes in state law have brought incredible growth to New York State’s brewing industry, with even more brewery openings on tap in 2018. 

Brewing veteran Pete Kirkgasser owns one local beneficiary of this brewing law overhaul. Priding itself as a neighborhood favorite centered around 

friendly conversation, his Eastwood Brewing Company celebrated its four-year anniversary on Saturday.

Pennsylvania: PLCB Introduces New Licensee Compliance Program 

Under new authority granted to the Pennsylvania Liquor Control Board (PLCB) by Act 44 of 2017, the PLCB today announced its Licensee Compliance 

Program, through which the agency will educate licensees about existing license requirements and suspend the license privileges of licensees who fail to 

meet those requirements. 

Tennessee: Memphis Council May Allow Alcohol in Open Plastic Cups on Main Street 

The Memphis City Council opened discussion Tuesday on a proposal to allow people to drink and carry alcohol in open plastic containers on Main Street, 

including the length of the mall and in the growing South Main area. Council member Martavius Jones said the ordinance, which he's sponsoring, would 

spur economic development on Main from E.H. Crump Boulevard to A.W. Willis Avenue.
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Texas: Federal Tax Reform Could Benefit Austin's Swelling Crowd of Craft Distillers 

While the potential winners and losers in Congress’ proposed tax reform continue to be debated, the nation’s craft distillers are on the positive side. 

Among the many provisions in the proposal, which cleared the U.S. Senate Finance Committee on Nov. 16, is a call to cut the federal excise tax for craft 

spirit-makers from $13.50 per proof gallon to $2.70 per proof gallon.

Utah: Industry Groups Want .05 DUI Law Repealed, but Lawmakers May Be Unwilling 

Hospitality and tourism industry groups are once again pushing for a repeal Utah's controversial .05 DUI law, but they are finding some reticence among 

lawmakers. The American Beverage Institute made a return trip to Utah's Capitol Hill last week, appearing before the House Minority Caucus to make a 

case for a repeal. They faced some pushback from senior lawmakers, still smarting from an ad that ran earlier this year suggesting they were more 

dangerous than someone busted with a .05 blood alcohol level.

Wyoming: Lawmakers Look at Increasing Taxes on Alcohol 

Wyoming lawmakers are looking at increasing taxes on beer and other alcohol in addition to tobacco. Interim Joint Revenue Committee has decided to 

continue debating raising the sales tax on beer, wine and spirits along with a suggestion to raise the tax on a pack of cigarettes by $1.

BUSINESS & LIFESTYLE News
Brick-and-Mortar Chains Put e-Commerce on the Defensive for Once 

Traditional retailers may be able to breathe a (brief) sigh of relief this weekend. Only 47 percent of U.S. consumers plan to shop online during this year’s 

Black Friday, the post-Thanksgiving sales bonanza that kicks off the holiday season, according to a survey from Deloitte LP. That compares with 55 

percent last year. More than two-thirds of respondents, meanwhile, plan to visit brick-and-mortar stores.

Liquor Stores N.A. Exiting the Lower 48 U.S. States 

Liquor Stores N.A. Ltd. (the “Company” or “Liquor Stores”) today announced that it has acted on the strategy endorsed by shareholders in June of 

refocusing on its core markets of Alberta, B.C. and Alaska by selling its 15 Liquor Barn retail stores in the state of Kentucky and entering into negotiations 

for the sale of its 51% interest in Birchfield Ventures LLC (“Birchfield”) which owns two stores in New Jersey.   

We Tried the 'Edible Alcohol' That's Meant to Replace Cocktails - But Had Incredibly Mixed Feelings About It 

To many people, the idea of "edible alcohol" is limited to homemade jello shots or gummy bears soaked in vodka that never quite turn out the way you 

hoped. Smith & Sinclair hopes to change that. The idea behind the London-based startup grew out of a "date night" event that the company's founders, 

Melanie Goldsmith and Emile Bernard, held for singles. At the event, they used board games as a way to break the ice, but they found that people had a 

difficult time holding drinks while playing the games.

More Bars Are Booting Corporate Beer from Their Taps and Doubling Down on Craft 

At some point over the next few weeks, kegs of Founders will kick at Pizzeria Paradiso, and bottles of Wicked Weed will run out of stock. And when they 

do, Paradiso’s four Washington-area locations — Georgetown, Dupont Circle, Alexandria and Hyattsville — will never sell another drop. Last month, 

Pizzeria Paradiso decided to only sell beer made by breweries that meet trade organization the Brewers Association’s definition of craft: “small, 

independent and traditional,” joining a growing number of beer bars across the country that no longer sell beers by previously independent breweries.

Instagram. Sustainability. Pop-Ups. These 10 Trends Defined the Way Everyone Drank in 2017 

Escapism was the name of the game in 2017, as the drinks world brought us colorful unicorn drinks, Tiki galore and pop culture themes at bars. To be fair, 

we needed the break more than ever this past year, as we collectively fretted about politics, catastrophic weather events and more. Here’s a look back at 

how we drank in 2017, as we prepare to close out the year.

Move Over Bottles, Wine in Cans Capturing the Millennial Demand 

The wine business is slowly turning to aluminum cans in response to the consumer demands of millennials, a panel of industry leaders noted on Thursday. 

To be sure, the amount of wine sold in cans is still very small. Nielsen Co. reported that retail sales of wine in cans on an annual basis increased to $14.5 

million in 2016 from $6.4 million in 2015.
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