
 
CALENDAR 
December 9 - 2nd Annual Hops for Hope | The National Center for Missing & Exploited Children | Dulles, VA 
January 10 - Maryland State Licensed Beverage Association Members Meeting | Annapolis, MD 
January 16 - SD Licensed Beverage Dealers & Gaming Association Annual Meeting | Pierre, SD 
January 30-31 - Alaska CHARR Legislative Summit | Juneau, AK 
February 17-20 – Sociable City Summit | Learn How to Plan & Manage Nightlife in Your City | New Orleans, LA 
March 11-13 - 2018 ABL Annual Meeting | New Orleans, LA 
March 18-20 - NABCA 25th Annual Symposium on Alcohol Beverage Law & Regulation | Arlington, VA 
April 22-25 - NBWA Legislative Conference | Washington, DC 
April 30 - May 1 – 2018 RRForum National Conference | Detroit, MI 
June 11-12 - ABL Summer Board Meeting | Fairbanks, AK 

 
 

ABL & POLICY News: 
Appeals Court Hears Challenge to Retail Tobacco Enforcement 
On December 7, the U.S. Circuit Court of Appeals for the District of Columbia Circuit heard arguments 
in the case of Orton Oil v. U.S. Food and Drug Administration. The case came about after the FDA 
charged Orton with three violations of the law on retail sales of tobacco after only inspecting the 
retail location twice and only providing notices of violation twice.  
 
House Passes Bill That Eases Rules for Small Business Owners 
The U.S. House passed a bill last week to simplify regulations for small business owners who want to 
sell or merge their companies. The Small Business Mergers, Acquisitions, Sales and Brokerage 
Simplification Act of 2017 (H.R. 477) streamlines the securities registration system for mergers and 
acquisition brokers who transfer the ownership of small, privately held companies. This will reduce 
costs for small businesses. 
 
Legal Marijuana Sales Are Expected to Hit $10 Billion This Year 
Sales of legal cannabis in North America are growing even faster than experts predicted they would. 
A new report from Arcview Market Research says retail cannabis sales will jump 33% over 2016’s 
totals to hit $10 billion this year. That’s a faster pace than the group had previously predicted. 
Researchers say next year’s numbers could increase by an even greater percentage. 
 
Interstate Shipping Issue Looms Large Again as States Take Strict Enforcement Measures 
For years, retailers have shipped quietly into non-reciprocal states that were lax in enforcement, but 
lately there have been some tough crackdowns on interstate shipping. In January, Illinois lawmakers 
made it a felony to deliver wine into their state. Other states began threatening to confiscate wine in 
transit and levy major fines on shippers. Earlier this year, FedEx and UPS announced they were 
ending wine deliveries to all states except the 14 where shipping is legal. And then Amazon 
announced it would drop its Internet wine sales. 
 
NTSB Member Dinh-Zarr Touts Lower BAC Laws 
In a Dec. 11 blog post, National Transportation Safety Board Member T. Bella Dinh-Zarr, Ph.D., MPH, 
urges U.S. employers to support lowering the lower blood alcohol concentration (BAC) laws and 
adopting policies to prevent distracted driving. "Employers have a responsibility to address 
transportation safety. Nowhere is this more evident than for employers with vehicle fleets," she 
writes. 
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The Breathalyzer’s Effect on Drinking & Driving 
Eighty years ago, science slipped into the backseat of your car, rolled down the windows, and made 
itself at home. It has remained there ever since. In 1937, the first drivers were fined for drinking and 
driving based on evidence from a newfangled device called the “drunkometer.” It could figure out 
how much you’d been drinking based on what you exhaled, and it fundamentally reshaped our 
relationship with liquor, not to mention the relationship between lawmakers and local police. 
 
Craft Beverage Modernization and Tax Reform Act Provisions Pass Senate  
The Craft Beverage Modernization and Tax Reform Act (S.236/H.R.747) was reintroduced in both 
chambers of the 115th Congress. Sponsors total 55 in the U.S. Senate and 301 in the U.S. House of 
Representatives. Specific tax provisions of the bill include: reducing the federal excise tax to $3.50 
per barrel on the first 60,000 barrels for domestic brewers producing fewer than 2 million barrels 
annually; reducing the federal excise tax to $16 per barrel on the first 6 million barrels for all other 
brewers and all beer importers; keeping the excise tax at the current $18 per barrel rate for 
barrelage over 6 million.  
 
 

INDUSTRY News: 
Alcohol and Tobacco Tax and Trade Bureau (TTB) 
TTB Newsletter | Weekly News (December 15) 
Beverage Companies Challenge TTB's Ban of Health Claims on Labels 
 
Beer Institute 
Beer Institute Launches Video Campaign Highlighting Brewers’ Voluntary Disclosure Initiative 
 
Brewers Association 
The Year in Beer: 2017 Craft Beer in Review  

 
Brewbound 
Report: 6,000 Breweries Now Open in U.S.; 900 Operating in California 
 
Distilled Spirits Council 
United States: New Government Study Shows No Increase in Underage Drinking  
 
Healthy Alcohol Marketplace 
Safe Socializing for the Holidays 
 
Merchants Payments Coalition 
Retailers Praise AmEx for Dropping Useless Signatures  
 
Restaurant Hospitality 
7 Best Practices for Sexual Harassment Training 
 
Retail Industry Leaders Association   
Retail Groups File Amicus in SCOTUS Amex Credit Card Fees Case 
 
Shanken News Daily 
Craft Spirits Continue Bull Run, with More M&A Activity on the Horizon 
 
Wine & Spirits Wholesalers of America 
WSWA President & CEO Craig Wolf on the Direct Shipping Issue 
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AFFILIATE News: 
Connecticut Package Stores Association  
Malloy Plan to Close $207 Million Deficit May Include Shuttering Old State House 
Gov. Dannel P. Malloy called for potential tax increases and additional budget cuts Wednesday to 
close a projected gap of more than $200 million in the current fiscal year — showing that the state’s 
budget problems are not over. The proposed cuts include reductions for school-based health clinics, 
welfare cash benefits, community health centers and mental health and substance abuse services. 
Another option includes closing the Old State House in downtown Hartford starting on Jan. 1, which 
would save $500,000 a year. 
 
 

STATE News: 
Alabama: Should Alcohol Be Allowed After Hours at Library? 
Harold Wales doesn't like the idea of fundraisers, wedding parties or other groups consuming 
alcoholic beverages at the local library. The District 2 Athens City Council member staunchly 
opposes a proposal headed for a vote by the City Council on Monday, Dec. 18, to amend the city's 
ordinance to allow such activity — after hours only — at the Athens-Limestone Public Library. The 
library, at 603 S. Jefferson St. in Athens, rents rooms in the library to various groups to increase 
revenue for operations. 
 
Alaska: A Short History of Alcohol and Bars in Alaska 
Alcohol has long been a part of Alaskan culture, and Alaskans have a legendary thirst for alcoholic 
beverages. The remoteness of Alaska, seasonal darkness, isolation, and loneliness creates a 
tremendous need to socialize, which provides a unique niche for bars to prosper. 
 
Colorado: Denver Shuts Down 26 Legal Pot Businesses, Makes Arrests 
Denver authorities shut down 26 legal marijuana businesses Thursday and arrested 12 people 
suspected of illegal distribution of pot after a yearlong criminal investigation. Potential charges 
relate to marijuana sales exceeding limits set in state law, police said. Colorado allows people 21 and 
older to possess an ounce or less of marijuana under a measure approved by voters in 2012. The city 
department that regulates marijuana businesses issued the order to close the businesses based on 
the police investigation, spokesman Dan Rowland said. 
 
Illinois: Modern Day Bootlegging 
Authorities said the owners of Columbia Liquors concocted an elaborate scheme to skip paying taxes 
on alcohol purchased for their Hammond, Ind., store and then sold for millions in cash to Illinois 
stores from a backdoor register. According to a civil forfeiture case in the Northern District of 
Indiana, the government says Sam and Dipti Patel bought large amounts of alcohol and then sold 
most of it to 17 liquor stores in Illinois, including five that they owned. Records show the front door 
register used for normal retail sales at Columbia Liquors averaged about $1,500 a day in sales.  
 
Illinois: Closing Liquor Loopholes 
Crain's reporting and recent editorial on Illinois retailers shipping alcohol out of state missed key 
facts. It created the false impression that retailers are unfair targets of regulators or wholesalers. In 
reality, some retailers have long been in conflict with Illinois and other states' laws and are now 
asking that the law not be applied to them at all. It also fails to mention that any winery in this 
country is now permitted, under state laws, to ship direct to consumers in 45 states 
 
Indiana: Officials Predict Change Unlikely to State's Cold Beer Law 
Two leading voices on Indiana alcohol issues say there's little chance lawmakers will take action 
allowing convenience and grocery stores to sell cold beer. Former state Sen. Beverly Gard, who led 
an alcohol study commission, and Senate Public Policy Committee Chairman Ron Alting both agree 
the issue is a non-starter in the coming session. The two Republicans made the comments during a 
legislative preview discussion Wednesday. 
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Maryland: Franchot Launches Craft Brew Petition Drive  
As a statewide coalition of brewers, consumers and stakeholders gear up for the effort to modernize 
Maryland's antiquated and dysfunctional beer laws, Comptroller Peter Franchot today launched a 
petition drive in support of his proposed Reform on Tap Act of 2018. Comptroller Franchot 
announces this new petition drive with the goal of collecting a minimum of 6,541 names – 
representing the total number of jobs the craft beer industry supports in the state, according to a 
recent study conducted the Maryland Bureau of Revenue Estimates.  
 
New York: Retailers Combat Proposed ‘Predictive Scheduling’ Regulations 
New York convenience store operators are giving the state Labor Department an earful about the 
negative impacts of “predictive scheduling” regulations they are threatening to unilaterally impose 
on employers statewide. Retailers representing hundreds of convenience stores have filed formal 
comments objecting to the proposed rules, which would add costs and curtail flexibility for 
employers. The New York Association of Convenience Stores (NYACS) is urging all retailers to file 
comments before the deadline of January 5, 2018.  
 
North Carolina: Amazon Adds On-Demand Alcohol Delivery for Raleigh 
If you live in Raleigh and you’re craving a cold one, you don’t even need to get off your couch. 
Amazon will now deliver beer and wine right to your door. It’s a part of their Amazon Prime Now 
service. Some small businesses in Raleigh will now have to deal with the powerhouse moving in on 
their turf, but most of them say, they’re ready. Zach Medford owns Paddy O’Beers, a place where you 
can buy a six pack to go or sit down and have a beer.  
 
Ohio: Ohio State University Stadium Beer Profits Top $1.35 Million 
The Buckeyes may not have made the College Football Playoff this season, but it appears their fans 
outperformed in 2017 when it came to beer sales in the ’Shoe. Net revenue from alcohol sales at 
Ohio Stadium totaled more than $1.35 million this season. That’s nearly 16 percent more than last 
year, when Ohio State first started selling beer at the stadium. 
 
Ohio: "Regulate Marijuana Like Alcohol" Measure Suggested for Ohio Ballot 
An applicant for a medical marijuana grower's license has announced plans for a 2018 Ohio ballot 
issue to legalize the sale and possession of marijuana. The measure would allow any adult 21 years 
and older to grow their own weed for personal use. It's a measure that may raise some eyebrows 
around the state, but it certainly has its backers. 
 
Pennsylvania: Councilwoman Bass Sets Record Straight on 'Stop and Go' Bill 
Councilwoman Cindy Bass spent most of her day Monday explaining Bill No. 170963, also known as 
the “Stop and Go” bill. Under the legislation, the city would update its food license categories. The 
changes are designed to make sure the city’s food preparing and serving establishments provide 
appropriate facilities to meet customers’ health and safety needs. The changes have been crafted to 
better align the city’s licenses with requirements in the state liquor code, which would streamline 
the state’s enforcement. 
 
Pennsylvania: Philadelphia City Council Approves Bill to Remove Bulletproof Glass from 
Storefronts 
The Philadelphia City Council voted Thursday to remove bulletproof glass from the windows of some 
local businesses, despite a backlash from shop owners who cited safety concerns. The council voted 
14-3 to approve legislation that could eventually force business owners to remove the protective 
glass outside their storefronts that some lawmakers believe operate as drug fronts and facilitate 
loitering and public urination, Fox 29 reported. 
 
Utah: Passing .05 Percent DUI Law Helps State Earn International Road Safety Award 
Utah will receive an international road safety award Tuesday for using innovative transportation 
management tools and dropping the legal blood alcohol content for driving to .05 percent. The 
Prince Michael International Road Safety Award will recognize the Utah Department of 
Transportation, Utah Department of Public Safety, the Utah Legislature and the governor's office in a 
ceremony in London. 
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Washington: 5 Years After Privatization, Washington Liquor Sales Are Up Despite Price 
Increase 
When he was a student at Gonzaga University, Ryan Hand and his friends routinely spent about an 
hour on the road to buy booze for game-day house parties. “We’d drive out to Post Falls, right there 
on the border,” Hand said. “And we would stock up, and we would usually spend a pretty good 
amount of money.” The 25-year-old, who grew up in Boise and graduated from Gonzaga in 2015, 
said it was common knowledge among his peers that the place to go for affordable liquor was not the 
Safeway across the street from campus.  
 
Wisconsin: Mayor Vetoes Downtown Taco Bell Cantina’s Liquor License 
City of Madison Mayor Paul Soglin vetoed a liquor license for the Taco Bell Cantina on State Street. 
The Madison Common Council approved the license at a meeting on December 5. On Monday, Soglin 
said the major reason for the veto is the possibility of violence. He says public health and safety is 
the city's top priority. "The cost to the public is too great. The safety issues are too great, and it's 
about time we recognize the issuance of a liquor license is not a right, it's a privilege and we have no 
obligation to grant it." 
 
Wisconsin: Three Counties Begin Using Autonomous Kiosks to Conduct Alcohol Screening 
Minneapolis-based Precision Kiosk Technologies announced today that it has begun introducing its 
Automated Breathalyzer Kiosk (AB Kiosk) to law enforcement agencies and correctional facilities in 
Wisconsin and Minnesota. Portage County Justice Programs, and the Sheriffs' Offices of St. Croix 
County and Racine County in Wisconsin recently began using this new technology to screen specific 
segments of their offender populations. 
 
 
BUSINESS/LIFESTYLE News: 
Walgreens Is Now a National Drop-Off Location for Wine 
As wine shipments become harder to fulfill in many states, wine retailers and carriers have become 
more practical in terms of how to deliver the goods. Wine.com, as well as the national carrier FedEx, 
have both started using a number of Walgreens, Duane Reade and other retailers such as Jewel-Osco, 
Albertsons and Safeway as wine drop-off points for consumer pickup. "Many of our customers 
welcome a way to receive shipments in a way that is safer and more secure than home doorstep 
delivery," said James W. Graham, senior manager of media relations at the Deerfield, Illinois-based 
Walgreen Co. 
 
Craft Brews Driving Distributor's Expansion 
The explosion of craft brew offerings locally and nationally has those at a local family-owned beer 
distributor hopping. Merrimack Valley Distributing Company is a medium-sized beer distributor that 
warehouses, distributes and markets all manner of domestic brands, craft brews, ciders, imported 
beer, plus wine and craft spirits in 41 cities and towns on the North Shore and the Merrimack Valley 
north of Boston. 
 
Beware of This "Secret Wine Bottle Exchange" Scam 
The holiday season is upon us, which means that it is the season for seeking out the best deals on 
gifts for yourself and your loved ones. But, beware an online gift exchange scheme called the secret 
wine bottle exchange where users are met with a claim that if you buy a $15 bottle of wine and send 
it to a "secret wine lover" you can get anywhere from six to 36 bottles of wine in exchange. Sound 
too good to be true? It is. 
 
Music Industry Cases and Issues to Watch in 2018 
It’s been a year since I wrote about Music Industry Cases to Watch in 2017 and, unfortunately, not 
much has changed. Here’s an update on what’s happening in the music industry and what to keep an 
eye on for 2018. 
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Marijuana-Infused Wine Is Coming to Legal Weed States 
You like wine. You like weed. But how do you feel about weed wine? As perplexing as that might 
sound, it's actually something adults living in legal marijuana states will be able to sip on. Rebel 
Coast Winery, a California company, is set to launch marijuana-infused wine in January, according to 
a Paste magazine report released on Wednesday. The Sauvignon Blanc is the first variety to hit the 
market.  
 
 
DISTRIBUTION News: 
Oregon: 
Revision Brewing Expands Distribution in Oregon 
 
Washington: 
Revision Brewing Expands Distribution in Washington 
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