
 
 
 

CALENDAR 

January 10 - Maryland State Licensed Beverage Association Members Meeting | Annapolis, MD 
January 16 - SD Licensed Beverage Dealers & Gaming Association Annual Meeting | Pierre, SD 
January 30-31 - Alaska CHARR Legislative Summit | Juneau, AK 
February 17-20 – Sociable City Summit | Learn How to Plan & Manage Nightlife in Your City | New Orleans, LA 
March 11-13 - 2018 ABL Annual Meeting | New Orleans, LA 
March 18-20 - NABCA 25th Annual Symposium on Alcohol Beverage Law & Regulation | Arlington, VA 
April 22-25 - NBWA Legislative Conference | Washington, DC 
April 30 - May 1 – 2018 RRForum National Conference | Detroit, MI 
June 11-12 - ABL Summer Board Meeting | Fairbanks, AK 
 
 

ABL & POLICY News: 
BMI Wins Legal Battle with Justice Department Over Music Licensing 
Music rights organization BMI scored a critical legal win on Tuesday when a federal appeals court 
rejected the Department of Justice's argument over how songs are licensed. The fight between 
Nashville-based BMI and the government has continued for two years. Songwriters and publishers 
argued that the DOJ's decision under the Obama administration to enforce so-called 100 percent 
licensing rules would have complicated their professions and damaged an industry they say is 
already over-regulated by the government. 
 
U.S. Labor Board Overturns Obama-Era "Joint Employment" Ruling 
A U.S. labor board on Thursday overturned an Obama-era ruling that had made it easier for unions 
and workers to hold companies accountable for practices of contractors and franchisees, a decision 
welcomed by business groups that could affect a major case against McDonald’s Corp. The 3-2 
decision by the National Labor Relations Board reversed the standard it had set in a 2015 case 
involving Browning-Ferris Industries Inc. It reinstated a previous test that says companies are “joint 
employers” only when they exercise direct control over workers. 
 
Retail Associations Join Forces in American Express Credit Card Fee Case 
Retailers from across the United States have filed a joint amicus brief as the U.S. Supreme Court 
considers a case against American Express. The case — Ohio, et al. v. American Express — centers on 
the legality of American Express rules that prevent retailers from offering benefits, including 
discounts, to consumers for using cards with lower fees, or even educating consumers about those 
fees.  
 
Tax Breaks for Alcohol Producers Included in Final Republican Tax Plan 
Members of the U.S. Senate and House of Representatives agreed over the weekend on a sweeping 
rewrite of the U.S. tax code that will include excise tax relief for alcohol producers and importers. 
The Craft Beverage Modernization and Tax Reform Act (CBMTRA) survived a conference committee 
of the House and Senate and will be included in the final version of the Tax Cuts and Jobs Act. The bill 
will now receive a final congressional vote — the Senate could vote as early as Tuesday — before 
advancing to President Donald Trump’s desk for approval. 
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INDUSTRY News: 
Alcohol and Tobacco Tax and Trade Bureau (TTB) 
TTB Newsletter | Weekly News (December 22) 
 
Beer Institute & National Beer Wholesalers Association 
BI and NBWA Vow to Improve Beer Category Health 
 
Nielsen 
Spirits Overtake Beer as ‘Most Valuable’ On-Premise Alcohol Category 
 
Responsibility.org 
"Drive Like You Give A #&%!" Campaign 
 
Shanken News Daily 
Liqueurs Look to Cocktail Trends to Boost Growth 
 
Sky Ranch Foundation 
Sky Ranch Foundation Awards Grants to Kapow/Learning for Success and Acknowledge Alliance 
 
SevenFifty Daily 
The State of Gender Bias on the Floor 
 
The Spirits Business 
Legal Cannabis Predicted to Hit Alcohol Sales 
 
 

AFFILIATE News: 
Massachusetts Package Stores Association 
Craft Beer Sales at Farmers Markets: Mixed Reaction 
Joe Saia has been a business owner for a long time. Saia marked his 36th year this month as owner of 
West Concord Liquors, and when it comes to Senate bill 418, Saia has concerns. The bill is currently 
in committee, and its sponsor, Sen. Jamie Eldridge, D-Acton, said he’s “cautiously optimistic” it will 
be voted into law this legislative session. If that happens, local licensing authorities could give 
farmers markets the green light to sell beer made by farmer brewers in Massachusetts.  
 
 

STATE News: 
Alaska: Who's Picking Up the Tab? City to Consider Proposed Alcohol Tax 
A proposed alcohol tax put forward by the chair of the Anchorage Assembly, Dick Traini to help fund 
alcohol treatment and rehabilitation centers could be up for discussion at the Tuesday night 
Assembly meeting. The proposed ordinance would increase the cost of wholesale alcohol by five 
percent, according to Anchorage Assemblyman Dick Traini, who sponsored the ordinance. He said 
the money from the tax would fund treatment and rehabilitation centers. 
 
Arkansas: ABC Is Ready to Take Liquor Applications 
Restaurants in the Gray Township in Jacksonville and Sherwood can now apply to sell beer, wine and 
liquor. After receiving the Pulaski County Election Commission’s certified results of last month’s vote 
that overwhelmingly approved restaurants to sell drinks by the glass, Alcohol Beverage Control can 
now accept applications from restaurants wanting to expand their menu offerings. 
 
Delaware: Brewery Total Continues to Rise in Delaware, Nation 
The Brewers Association reported that that the number of breweries in the U.S. has risen to 6,000. 
“Craft brewers continue to thrive if at a slower pace, fueled by a passionate community dedicated to 
bringing innovation, jobs, and beer across America—on Main Street and beyond,” said Bart Watson, 
chief economist, Brewers Association. “Today, 83 percent of the population lives within 10 miles of a 
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local brewery, meaning that the positive impact of breweries is being felt in communities all over the 
country.” 
 
Kentucky: State Alcohol Groups - We’ll Pay for the Designated Driver This Holiday Season 
Groups representing Kentucky distillers, brewers, and wholesalers are funding more than $10,000 in 
free rides for Kentucky residents. The goal? To ensure safety on the roads in the closing weeks of 
2017. Kentucky has become famous for its many distilleries and its bourbon tours. And at the close 
of 2017, the state’s alcohol industry might also gain some notoriety for making sure its customers 
get a free ride home from all those year-end parties. 
 
Maryland: In ‘Operation Dry Saloon,’ FBI Confronted Md. Delegate with Bribery Allegations in 
College Park Hotel 
A former Maryland state delegate facing federal corruption charges was confronted last year by FBI 
agents in a hotel room decorated with poster-size surveillance photos purportedly showing him 
collecting bribes — a meeting that occurred the same morning he allegedly accepted a $5,000 cash 
kickback bundled up in a rubber band.  
 
New Hampshire: How the State's Liquor Stores Became Must-Visit Travel Destinations 
It's impossible to capture the interior of Liquor Store #66-situated just off Interstate 93 in Hooksett, 
New Hampshire-in a single photo. Not even a horizontal frame; not even two. It takes the sweep of 
the camera's panorama setting to take it all in. Yes-the same setting you might use to photograph a 
mountain landscape. That's how massive a hunk of real estate this liquor store is. And it's only one of 
a pair. Liquor Stores #66 and #67 lie on either side of the interstate. Each building also contains a 
mall-rest stop that incorporates a neon-lit diner beneath  
 
Pennsylvania: Liquor Reforms Draw Cheers 
Wine and beer enthusiasts have a lot more opportunity to get their favorite beverages for this 
holiday season, thanks to the loosening of the state’s liquor laws passed in 2016. The liquor law 
update allowed wine sales in grocery stores and convenience stores that sell beer. The measure 
loosens other blue laws, for example, by allowing state-run liquor stores to stay open on holidays 
and allowing casinos to sell booze 24 hours a day. 
 
Pennsylvania: Residents Mail-Ordered $24 Million worth of Wine in a Year 
Welcome to the club, Pennsylvania. Mail-order wine is on the rise, and Pa. residents are finally able 
to join the party. Direct-to-consumer wine shipments — where people buy bottles or cases straight 
from wineries and vineyards, often via subscription service “wine clubs” — jumped 18.5 percent to 
$2.33 billion last year across the U.S., per industry group Wines & Vines. The total volume of direct-
shipped wine has nearly doubled since 2010. 
 
Utah: Saturday Is Going to Be an ‘Enormous’ Day at Utah Liquor Stores 
Utah’s alcohol control authority is bracing for a big day for liquor sales. December 23 is projected to 
be the biggest sales day in the entire history of Utah’s Department of Alcoholic Beverage Control. 
“Saturday the 23rd will be enormous,” said DABC Executive Director Sal Petilos. Last year, Dec. 23 
set the all-time record for the DABC with about $3.7 million in sales. 
 
West Virginia: State's Alcohol Administration Issues Advisory on Holiday Liquor Sales 
The West Virginia Alcohol Beverage Control Administration issued an advisory Monday reminding 
state residents that liquor purchases can't occur on Christmas Eve and New Year's Eve due to the 
prohibition of Sunday sales. A retail liquor store may not sell liquor on Christmas Day and liquor also 
may not be sold on Sundays under state law. Christmas Eve falls on a Sunday, and Christmas Day 
follows on Monday. Those wishing to ring in 2018 also will be affected by the statute because New 
Year’s Eve falls on a Sunday. 
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Wisconsin: Drunken Driving Bill Would Revoke Licenses of Repeat Offenders 
A bill that would revoke the licenses of repeat drunken drivers passed out of an Assembly committee 
on Tuesday. The Wisconsin Department of Transportation, according to the bill, would be required 
to revoke a person’s driver’s license if they commit four or more drunken driving offenses, or if they 
commit two or more drunken driving offenses along with two or more "qualifying convictions." 
 
 
BUSINESS/LIFESTYLE News: 
Craft Beer and Big Beer Are Engaged in a 'Civil War' (But They May Have a Bigger Problem to 
Worry About) 
The world's biggest beer company says that craft beer isn't the rival brewers need to worry about in 
2017. "Wine and liquors ... Basically, they're my competition," Felipe Szpigel, president of AB InBev's 
craft line The High End, said in a call with reporters this week. According to Szpigel, one of the 
biggest opportunities for the company's craft beer brands is to replace spirits and wine. For 
example, Budweiser's parent company AB InBev wants to convince people to dine on beer and 
cheese — not wine and cheese.  
 
The Best Christmas Beers to Sip This Winter 
Snowy, cold weather is tons of fun for the week of Christmas and very little fun when it lasts four 
months straight. But with wintry conditions comes darker, richer, slow sipping beers. When the 
weather turns dark and dreary, you can head for stouts and porters, but there’s one special 
wintertime beer that is the focus of the season. It’s a beer brewed specifically to celebrate the 
holidays: Christmas Ale. 
 
Give the Gift of Booze with These Great Bottles This Year 
You know what makes for a surefire winner under the Christmas tree? A great bottle of fancy booze, 
that’s what. It shows you thought long and hard about the gift receiver and then decided, “Imma help 
them get a buzz on.” As Christmas nears, we’ve compiled a shortlist of some of our flat-out favorite 
bottles. These are the bottles of liquor that are sure to put a smile on anyone’s face, while taking the 
edge off the family-overload at the same time. Any one of these bottles will be the best money you 
spend during the whole holiday season. 
 
The 10 Best Wine Shops Nationwide (2017) 
Sommeliers are often regarded as the gatekeepers of wine trends. This isn’t entirely true. Sure, 
somms influence how restaurants stock and sell wine, and how those eating there purchase and 
drink it. But dining out is, for most Americans, not an everyday occasion — and very few of us are at 
the same restaurants frequently enough to get to know our somms personally. Instead, most of us 
discover new bottles and fine-tune our tastes at our local wine shop. A good retailer can have 
enormous influence; its employees often affect wine drinkers’ habits, tastes, and purchases more 
than even the most lauded sommelier. 
 
“Welch’s Grape Jelly with Alcohol”: How Trump’s Horrific Wine Became the Ultimate 
Metaphor for His Presidency 
I thought you needed something good to drink,” the server said, slipping two glasses of deep-ruby-
red wine in front of me and my guest. My guest was a nationally known wine expert. The server 
wanted to apologize for the wines I had made my guest taste for the previous 90 minutes, which the 
server had brought to the table with mystified, foot-dragging reluctance. 
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