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CALENDAR
July 17-19 - Beer Institute Annual Membership Meeting | San Diego, CA
July 30-31 - Texas Package Stores Association 70th Annual Convention & Trade Show | Fort Worth, TX
September 6-8 - 10th Annual Alcohol Law & Policy Conference | Chicago, IL
September 8 - Indiana Association of Beverage Retailers Annual Golf Outing | Indianapolis, IN
September 11-14 - Montana Tavern Association Convention | Billings, MT
September 14-15 - Wine, Beer & Spirits Law Conference | Portland, OR
September 17-19 - Illinois Licensed Beverage Association 132nd Annual Convention | Alton, IL
September 22-25 - Wine & Spirits Guild of America Meeting | Boston, MA
September 26-28 - ABL Fall Board Meeting | Washington, DC
October 2-5 - Tavern League of Wisconsin Fall Convention & Trade Show | Appleton, WI
October 8-11 - NBWA 80th Annual Convention & Trade Show | Las Vegas, NV
October 16 - Wine & Spirits Wholesalers of America Fall Membership Meeting | Washington, DC

ABL & PUBLIC POLICY News
Brady Sees Both Health Care and Tax Reform This Year
A powerful U.S. House Committee Chairman is convinced the Affordable Care Act will be
replaced-and we will see tax reform-this year. "I'm pleased the Senate is moving forward
with their solutions to make health care more affordable, to begin to restore state's rights
and a free market" House Ways and Means Committee Chairman Kevin Brady said. Brady
was a key figure in the effort mounted in the House earlier this year to replace Obamacare.
The Houston-area Republican is convinced this effort will pay off.
 
Corporate Tax Rate May End Up at 20-25% - Not 15%, Says Hatch
Senator Orrin Hatch (R-Utah), Chairman of the powerful Senate Finance Committee says the
Trump administration is willing to accept a higher corporate tax rate than the 15 percent
first proposed in order to pass comprehensive tax reform by the fall. In an exclusive
interview with FOX Business correspondent Adam Shapiro Hatch said while it would be
wonderful if the federal corporate tax rate, now 35%, could be lowered to 15%, comprise
might be needed. "I think the President has probably come off of that particular figure" he
said adding that a corporate tax rate between 20% and 25% would turn the U.S. economy
around overnight.
 
Import Tax a Bad Deal for Americans
Economic protectionism has been a big part of President Donald Trump's success, but
rather than "winning," it would be a losing proposition for most Americans. House Speaker
Paul Ryan, R-Wis., and Rep. Kevin Brady, R-Texas, chairman of the House Ways and Means
Committee, have proposed a continuation of this theme in the form of a "border adjustment
tax," otherwise known as a tariff, of 20 percent on imported goods. It is being pushed as
part of a larger tax reform package, which would likely include a significant reduction to
the corporate tax rate as well.
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http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001aMPUKOTwAOlZWHIJMAkcUKdsprZyBbF5hy8htUFb_Dcj4_PON_9HKywjtNmKCI9-mDS7ru2CLdGeGd6fXQ8HBAHCla7u63UzFcrGdznOOAQatU6HIjzqb-OgJgKp9YTERcg9o-wDlmrhwQ4Aa0ixGIPAeGlMSf80_2cwpizKpBttELs-CdbW5PCevHUPa-IT-hhzgq9BHnuC9pN_UnOtpfwgdfUryZRD2Ctrf_yD3jJfnt_7S3QC2NXSVKePU1_CZZl0jz6ZXTvRzkQT4rlB8VnogAjk_mtI9kqqQ_zt0Q0=&c=&ch=
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Distillers Lobby to Overturn Proposed Trump Budget Cuts
The annual budget battle between the White House and Capitol Hill is escalating to a new
level this summer as the Trump Administration seeks significant cuts in domestic spending
for the next fiscal year beginning in October. While Congressional leaders have routinely
referred to budgets submitted by previous administrations as "dead on arrival," even
Republican leaders on the Hill have referred to the administration's proposed cuts as
"draconian."
 
Liquor Laws Outpaced by Technology
The wine business has long lagged behind other sectors in terms of its ability to serve its
customers online. In the past three to four years a number of both local and national
delivery services have come to market and some of the largest are operating in an
impressive 30 states and 40 major markets. State liquor laws, in most of the country, have
not kept pace with the finer points of how some delivery apps make their profits, leaving
many retailers in somewhat murky legal negotiations with current and previous delivery
partners.
ASSOCIATE MEMBER PROFILE

Beer Institute
The Beer Institute, based in Washington, D.C., represents the $350
billion beer industry - an industry that includes nearly 5,000
brewers and more than 2.2 million American jobs. The Beer
Institute is a national trade association for the American brewing
industry, representing both large and small brewers, as well as
importers and industry suppliers. Our organization, founded in
1862 as the U.S. Brewers Association and reorganized as the Beer
Institute in 1986, represents the beer industry before Congress,
state legislatures and public forums across the country. We're
committed to developing sound public policy, focusing on
community involvement and personal responsibility.

INDUSTRY News
Alcohol and Tobacco Tax and Trade Bureau (TTB)
TTB Newsletter | Weekly News (June 30)
 
Beam Suntory
Company Completes Chicago HQ Move
 
Brewers Association
Association Debuts "Independent Craft Beer" Seal for Breweries
 
Campaign for a Healthy Alcohol Marketplace
Public Health Officials are Overwhelmed!
 
Foundation for Advancing Alcohol Responsibility
Holiday Weekend, Holiday Rules: Be Smart This July 4th
 
NACS - The Association for Convenience & Fuel Retailing
Millennials Love Dining Out
 
Nielsen
Rosé Outpaces Overall Wine Category for Summer
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Restaurant Hospitality
Studies Conflict on Impact of Minimum Wage in Seattle
 
Spirits Europe
The Glass Is Definitely Half Full
 
Wine & Spirits Wholesalers of America
Women's Leadership Council to Hold First Annual Networking, Development and Policy
Education Conference
 
Women of the Vine & Spirits
Group to Hold First of Its Kind Executive Summit in New York City
AFFILIATE News
Indiana Association of Beverage Retailers 
Battle Over Cold Beer Comes to a Head
Competing opinions about economic freedom and fair play have turned Indiana's regulations
for selling cold beer into a hot political topic. Jay Ricker, co-owner of the Anderson-based
Ricker's convenience store chain, wants the ability to sell cold beer for carryout at his stores.
He is doing that at two locations, including one in Columbus, after adhering to a particular
type of restaurant liquor license. But a change in the law, approved by Indiana lawmakers to
take effect July 1, is likely to prevent Ricker's business model from continuing after his
license expires in April, he said.
ASSOCIATE MEMBER PROFILE

ABL has partnered with Fintech, the leading provider
of electronic data and payments solutions to the alcohol
industry, to provide a secure, affordable and hassle-
free way for ABL members to pay for alcohol deliveries
electronically and improve the beverage alcohol

purchasing process. Under the program, ABL members are eligible for a discount on Fintech's
electronic payment and data solutions systems. For more information, please click here.

STATE News
California: 'Know Your Limit' Program Blows Through the Streets
For most, it's common knowledge that the legal blood alcohol (BAC) limit for
operating a motor vehicle in the state of California is less than .08 percent. However,
many people might not realize how much alcohol, or more importantly, how little
alcohol it takes to get to a BAC of .08 percent or more. The Folsom Police
Department (FPD) launched the 'Know Your Limit' program in 2016, where officers
go on foot into Folsom's various entertainment districts and contact club and bar
goers outside.
 
California: Liquor Licenses Are Too Expensive, and the L.A. Dining Scene
Suffers as a Result (Op-Ed)
When I dine out in Los Angeles, I sometimes think of the editor Robert Messenger,
who observed that a good cocktail "whets the appetite, pleases the eye, and
stimulates the mind. It is one of our conspicuous contributions to cultured living." Or
the writer Adam Gopnik, who said that "meeting someplace with old and new
friends, ordering wine, eating food, surrounded by strangers, I think is the core of
what it means to live a civilized life."
 
California: Protesters Rally in Los Angeles Against Bill to Extend Last Call at
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Bars Until 4 A.M.
Dozens of people rallied outside Los Angeles City Hall on Tuesday morning to protest
a bill that would allow California bars to stay open until 4 a.m. "My biggest concern is
that passing this SB384 is going to increase tragedies for communities, for families,"
said Lisa Bridges. Sonny Skyhawk's granddaughter was killed by a drunken driver
when she was 21. "It's a heartache that never heals, unfortunately, and you take it
with you for the rest of your life," Skyhawk explained.
 
Illinois: Alcohol Border Sales Trouble Brewing Between Illinois and Indiana
With high alcohol taxes in Illinois and neighboring Indiana showing an interest in
relaxing strict alcohol regulations, Illinois distributors fear alcohol sales could move
out of state.  In Indiana, cold beer can be sold only in liquor stores and no alcohol
sales are allowed on Sundays except at restaurants. In a recent poll, though, 71
percent of Indiana supported allowing more cold beer sales and 65 percent
approved of Sunday alcohol sales.
 
Maine: LePage Signs Bill into Law to Restore Maine Tip Credit
The Legislature and Gov. Paul LePage have repealed part of the minimum wage law
enacted by voters in November 2016 by restoring the tip credit for Maine businesses
that employ servers and other workers who receive tips. Passage of the bill restores
the tip credit, which means tipped workers will be paid an hourly wage of half the
minimum wage, based on the assumption the tips they receive will elevate their
overall earnings to more than the hourly minimum.
 
Massachusetts: Total Wines Leading the Charge
The state Alcohol Task Force held a liquor hearing in May in Foxboro to get public
input on proposed legal and regulatory changes affecting the alcohol industry. It was
a sign that the times they are a-changing. Since then, the state has eased the rules on
growlers, those bottles of draft you take home from breweries. Now, consumers can
use one brewery's bottles at another, or even use their own containers from home.
 
Michigan: Senate Passes Bill Aimed at Deterring Illegal Wine and Beer
Shipping
The Michigan Senate has approved a bill that will increase penalties for illegally
shipping wine or beer into Michigan. If made law, House Bill 4557 would make
illegally shipped beer and wine punishable by up to a fine of $500-$5,000 and four
years in jail.  The penalties would rise to be in line with those for illegally shipping
spirits in the state.
 
Michigan: Sour Grapes? Lawmakers Again Try to Revamp Alcoholic
Beverage Industry Council, but Questions Persist
A series of bills could open the Michigan Grape and Wine Industry Council to
members from the distilling, craft beer and other alcoholic beverage segments. The
legislation follows a wave of criticism over the council's current funding structure.
Under the existing model, licensing fees paid by brewers, distilleries and cideries are
earmarked to fund grape and wine research at the council, even though those
industries do not benefit from the research.
 
Minnesota: Liquor Stores Gear Up for the Start of Sunday Sales
On July 2, Minnesota will drop its more than century-old prohibition on Sunday
liquor sales, and the small, brick-walled shop in the Macalester-Groveland
neighborhood won't be alone in opening for a seventh day. Though some stores plan
to keep the old tradition and remain closed, hundreds of corporate, independent and
municipal liquor retailers across the state are stocking up, rescheduling employees -
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and hoping shoppers make it all worthwhile.
 
New York: How Three New Changes to State Law Aim to Boost Alcohol
Industry
You won't have to pay sales tax on tastings at breweries, cideries or distilleries.  You
can buy smaller containers of wine ice cream. And you can order a pint of beer or
glass of wine while visiting a distillery. None of these may seem like earth-shattering
new legal rights for most people, even serious craft beverage drinkers. But they are
all provisions in new laws expected to take effect this summer. And they signal New
York state's continuing effort to relax the rules governing the alcoholic beverage
industry -- some dating to the end of Prohibition.
 
North Carolina: House Passes Bill on Sunday Morning Alcohol Sales
The North Carolina House has passed a bill allowing alcohol sales on Sunday
mornings. The proposal approved Tuesday would let local governments pass
ordinances permitting restaurants and retailers like grocery stores to begin selling
alcohol at 10 a.m. on Sundays. Currently, beer, wine and liquor sales are prohibited
before noon on Sundays statewide.
 
North Carolina: Hundreds Alcohol Permits Expire Soon. Is Your Favorite Bar
on the List?
Nearly 700 businesses that sell alcohol in North Carolina are waiting until the last
minute to renew required ABC permits - a move that could bring law enforcement
officers to their door and leave customers facing locked-down beer taps and liquor
shelves. "At the end of June, if they haven't paid, we will shut them down," said Chief
Michael Crowley, head of law enforcement at Mecklenburg County's ABC Board.
 
Pennsylvania: Malt Beverage Tax Credit to Take Effect in July
Have you been waiting to buy that new 20 barrel Brite tank?  How about buying
more kegs to distribute your beer?  Beginning July 1, Pennsylvania breweries will
have a new incentive to purchase brewing equipment, machinery, or cooperage used
in the beer manufacturing process.  It is with great pleasure that we welcome back
the Malt Beverage Tax Credit. Expired since 2008, the Malt Beverage Tax Credit is
back in Pennsylvania.  Prior to this year, the Malt Beverage Tax Credit was in effect
from January 1, 1974, to December 31, 2008.
 
Pennsylvania: PLCB Awards Record $2.3 Million in Grants to Reduce
Underage and Dangerous Drinking
Committed to providing financial support to reduce underage and dangerous alcohol
consumption, the Pennsylvania Liquor Control Board (PLCB) today announced it
will award almost $2.3 million to 66 schools, community organizations,
municipalities, law enforcement organizations, nonprofit organizations, and
institutions of higher education through the 2017-19 Alcohol Education Grant
Program.
 
Pennsylvania: Senate Group Deals Blow to Call for Beer Distributors to Sell
Wine, Liquor
A state Senate committee Wednesday gutted a proposal that would allow beer
distributors to sell wine and spirits, but it could still become law this year, the bill's
sponsor said. "It does appear to me that we will do a liquor bill," said Rep. Brian Ellis,
R-Butler. "As part of the budget, there will be some form of enhanced revenue
through liquor sales."
 
South Carolina: Food Trucks and Alcohol Don't Mix (Editorial)
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Aiken City Council has a full plate Monday evening with first reading of a revised
food truck ordnance among the items on the agenda. Council members should
approve first reading for reasons that we've previously enumerated, essentially that
Aiken's appetite for food trucks is strong. As long as proper safeguards are put into
place to protect "brick-and-mortar" restaurants - which is the case with this
ordinance as proposed - food trucks will be a welcome amenity downtown.
 
Tennessee: 1 Year Later, How Wine Sales in Tennessee Grocery Stores Have
Changed Landscape
Nearly one year after the state of Tennessee began allowing grocery stores to sell
wine, liquor stores say they've seen a drop in wine sales while grocery chains say it's
helped customers. Meanwhile, a major convenience store chain has decided not to
sell wine at all. Stores applied to sell wine through the Tennessee Alcoholic Beverage
Commission before sales began on July 1, 2016. Sales at stores like Kroger have gone
up thanks to the addition of wine.
 
Texas: 'Beer Bill' Has Texas Brewers Worried About New Craft Beer Law
A bill passed in the Texas legislature, known as the beer bill, has many brewers in the
state concerned about their ability to expand. The Texas Brewers Guild, an
organization representing brewers across the state, wrote that the bill would put a
cap on brewer's success and do damage to the craft brewing industry in Texas
"overnight."
 
Utah: Lawmakers Consider Ceasing Sales of Low-Alcohol Beer
With Colorado, Kansas and Oklahoma set to allow stronger beer to be sold in grocery
stores in the next couple of years, Utah lawmakers have begun discussions on what
to do if large suppliers such as Anheuser-Busch and MillerCoors stop making 3.2
percent alcohol by weight beer (4 percent ABV). Utah grocery and convenience
stores reportedly sell 94 percent of the beer in the state.
 
Utah: Outgoing DABC Commissioner Calls Utah Liquor Laws 'A Work in
Progress'
One of Utah's liquor control commissioners has stepped down from his post after
eight years. Jeff Wright, appointed to Utah's Department of Alcoholic Beverage
Control Commission under then-Gov. Jon Huntsman Jr., participated in his last
meeting on Tuesday. He is one of the three known drinkers on the commission and
was widely viewed as a moderate on Utah liquor laws, friendly toward businesses
and consumers.
 
Utah: Wine, Liquor and High-Point Beer Will Be More Expensive Starting
Saturday
Thrifty drinkers will want to shop Utah state liquor stores Friday because booze
prices will go up come Saturday. Blame the price hike on a new law that increases
the state markup on wine and spirits from 86 percent to 88 percent. The markup on
heavy beer sold in liquor stores will rise from 64.5 percent to 66.5 percent.
 
Virginia: ABC-Related Legislation Takes Effect on July 1
Simplified rules for Virginia distilleries at festivals and delivery of closed containers
of alcohol to customer's vehicles are just two of several business-friendly legislative
proposals affecting Virginia Department of Alcoholic Beverage Control (ABC) passed
by this year's General Assembly and signed into law by Gov. Terry McAuliffe. These
laws will go into effect on Saturday, July 1.
 
Wisconsin: Craft Brewers Fear Last-Minute Regulations in Budget
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Wisconsin's craft brewers and wineries are banding together to head off a plan they
fear could force them out of business by prohibiting them from selling their beer and
wine where it is made. No bill has yet been introduced, but a proposal in a memo
obtained by a conservative group could force brewers and wineries to work with
distributors to sell their products instead of selling directly with customers.
Opponents say the Wisconsin Tavern League and alcohol distributors are pushing
the plan and fear it could be slipped into the state budget at the last minute.
ASSOCIATE MEMBER PROFILE

ABL and Intellicheck Mobilisa have joined in a
new partnership to address the ongoing issue of
underage access to alcohol. Building on ABL's
many efforts to support responsible, age-

restricted beverage retailing, Intellicheck is offering its Age ID™ solution to improve customer
service and ensure compliance with state regulatory laws by instantly authenticating a
customer's identity and age via a mobile device or integrated with a point of sale instrument.
The ability to spot fake or altered identi ication and to positively verify a consumer's age in
real time provides ABL members with a valuable solution for keeping alcohol out of underage
hands.  For more information, please click here.

BUSINESS & LIFESTYLE News
Why Off-Premise Consumption is Eating into On-Premise Performance
As American consumers increase their alcohol intake at home, the on-premise channel shifted
some share over to off-premise in 2016, a trend both Nielsen and IWSR have pointed out to
your editors recently. According to Nielsen, the key reasons consumers are opting to spend
more time drinking at home include: popularity of pre-gaming; ecommerce; prepared
meals/meal kits; Airbnb taking people out of hotel bars; more people working from home
(lunch impact); drinking/driving laws; and cost/value of drinks under more scrutiny.
 
Women Who Whisky: How to Succeed in a Male Dominated Industry
The mere mention of the word whisky might prompt thoughts of tweed and testosterone. As
two women in the industry, my business partner Rebecca Jago and I find it impossible to
ignore the generalisation of malt as a man's game. However, our experience has proven that
gender does have an integral role to play in this world - just not quite as you'd think. The idea
that whisky is a drink consumed solely by men is, of course, disingenuous.
 
How Much Does Beer Cost in Your State?
All beer prices are not created equally. The same case of beer can cost almost $10 more in
Pennsylvania than it does in Michigan. We recently conducted a study of beer prices in each
state to find out which states are the most expensive to buy beer, and which states are a little
more forgiving to their beer drinkers. Now, there are myriad choices when it comes to beer
and hundreds of brands to choose from, so it wasn't easy coming up with a research
methodology that accounted for all the choices.
 
Top Ten Facts about July 4th, America's Founders, and Beer
Tuesday marks the Fourth of July, a quintessentially American holiday when friends,
neighbors, and family will celebrate the birth of our nation. To mark the United States' 241st
birthday, the Beer Institute-a national trade association for the American brewing industry,
representing brewers of all sizes, as well as beer importers and industry suppliers-has
announced its annual "Top Ten Facts about July 4th, America's founders, and beer."
 
Target Makes a Killing on Alcohol Sales and Is Expanding Its Booze Selection
In response to its increasing alcohol sales and sliding grocery sales in 2016, Target is planning
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to expand its booze and craft beer selections in more than 300 stores. The retail giant, which
has recently been hit with sales declines and the loss of executives, first began selling alcohol
in 1996. Already, 1,400 of Target's 1,800 stores worldwide carry alcoholic beverages. But on
a quarter one earnings call, Chief Merchandising Officer and EVP Mark J. Tritton said the
company plans to expand in more than 100 stores in the second quarter, with more
expansions planned for "the third quarter and beyond."
DISTRIBUTION News
Idaho:
Revision Brewing Expands Distribution to Idaho
 
Rhode Island:
The Winebow Group Expands Distribution Network into Rhode Island
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