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CALENDAR
April 24-25 - Responsible Retailing Forum National Conference | San Francisco, CA
April 30-May 3 - National Beer Wholesalers Association Legislative Conference | Washington, DC
May 1-2 - Alabama Distiller's League Trade Show | Birmingham, AL
May 2 - Massachusetts Package Stores Association 75th Anniversary Celebration & Tasting | Randolph, MA
May 22-25 - National Alcohol Beverage Control Association Annual Conference | Marco Island, FL
June 5 - Illinois Licensed Beverage Association Annual Golf Outing | Springfield, IL
June 10-12 - ABL Summer Board Meeting | Minneapolis, MN
June 11-14 - National Conference of State Liquor Administrators Annual Conference | Denver, CO
June 12-14 - Beverage Alcohol Retailers Conference | Minneapolis, MN
July 30-31 - Texas Package Stores Association 70th Annual Convention & Trade Show | Fort Worth, TX
September 6-8 - 10th Annual Alcohol Law & Policy Conference | Chicago, IL
September 11-14 - Montana Tavern Association Convention | Billings, MT
September 17-19 - Illinois Licensed Beverage Association 132nd Annual Convention | Alton, IL
September 22-25 - Wine & Spirits Guild of America Meeting | Boston, MA
October 2-5 - Tavern League of Wisconsin Fall Convention & Trade Show | Appleton, WI
October 16 - Wine & Spirits Wholesalers of America Fall Membership Meeting | Washington, DC

ABL & PUBLIC POLICY News
Changing Strategies and Bipartisanship (Gasp!) at ASCAP Expo Legislators Panel
A miracle seemingly happened at yesterday's ASCAP I Create Music Expo legislative panel:
Two congressional legislators from opposite sides of the aisle, Congressman Doug Collins, a
Republican from the red state of Georgia, and Representative Karen Bass, a Democrat from
blue state of California, actually agreed on something. And it's an issue that could have a
profound impact on the music business as we know it. The confab's "Music Licensing
Reform: Fight For Your Rights" panel, that also included the performance rights
organization's president and songwriter Paul Williams, ASCAP's hyper-articulate chief
consul Clara Kim and songwriter Priscilla Renea, delved deeply into the issue of reforming
the U.S. music licensing system.
 
Steven Mnuchin: Tax Reform Delayed by Healthcare
Tax reform has been delayed because of Republicans' struggles with replacing Obamacare,
Treasury Secretary Steven Mnuchin acknowledged in an interview published Monday. The
Trump administration is still aiming to pass an overhaul of the tax code this year and is
weighing major questions such as whether to include the import tax included in the House
Republican proposal, Mnuchin also said.
 
Copyright Reform Is Never Happening
Having reported on legislative and legal battles for the better part of two decades,
something a source once said to me years ago came to mind this week: it's usually bad bills
that get rushed through Congress, because they have to be. The more scrutiny they get, the
worse they look. So it kind of makes sense that Reps. Bob Goodlatte (R-Virginia) and John
Conyers (D-Michigan) called for "quick action" on the first bill to come out of their now
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four year-old review of our nation's copyright laws-it's not a good bill. Introduced on
March 23, the Register of Copyrights Selection and Accountability Act (H.R. 1695) proposes
to do one thing: to take the Register of Copyrights position out of the purview of the
Librarian of Congress, and make it a senate confirmable, presidential appointee.
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R.J. Reynolds Tobacco Company
At R.J. Reynolds Tobacco Company we operate
our business in a responsible manner that best
balances the desires of our many stakeholders.
Our Guiding Principles and Beliefs seek to re lect
the interests of shareholders, adult tobacco
consumers, employees and other stakeholders. In

particular, R.J. Reynolds is committed to addressing the issues regarding the use of and harm
associated with tobacco products in an open and objective manner.

INDUSTRY News
Alcohol and Tobacco Tax and Trade Bureau (TTB)
TTB Newsletter | Weekly News (April 21)
 
Brewers Association
Association Addresses Diversity and Beer Marketing
Craft Beer in the Capital
 
Distilled Spirits Council
Organization Lauds Oregon Liquor Control Commission's Outlet Expansion
 
Nightclub & Bar
Monetizing Cannabis: Is Legal Public Consumption the Future for Bars & Clubs?
 
Wine & Spirits Wholesalers of America
WSWA 74th Annual Convention & Exposition: The Right Mix of Connections, Competitions,
Education, Entertainment and Fun coming to Grande Lakes Orlando April 18-21
 
Women of the Vine & Spirits
Women of the Vine & Spirits Announces Foundation & Scholarship Fund
AFFILIATE News
Tavern League of Wisconsin
Mauston Looks for Drinking and Driving Answers
While Mauston bar owners may not like the city's decision to end its taxi cab hours at 10 p.m.,
they have accepted it and are looking for other options to keep patrons safe. When the
decision was made late last year, tavern owners vented frustration the change would affect
their businesses. They worried patrons wouldn't stay as late as before because of concerns
over driving impaired. On April 10, during the monthly Juneau County Tavern League
meeting at Vet's Hall in Necedah, members discussed developing a Good Samaritan driver
program. It would be similar to a safe ride program where bars could use on-call designated
drivers to safely drive patrons home after they've had too much to drink.
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http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001k4Q-WO2sb0s20UDEvscjFoBz3YXrjN82h6JBfMYMUZwjp2mu-tYk2HPSgpBPdCc1KKe8rbmYwNa6ucvgDFU16vNwINB95LK5gqjxGk5AMu_0l0gjj_4O2Et3vSLIBOhAtUAjsMgXjuZAOQMnHz7Zv0upxbbsxAC-GxmLTMEZGqGn_wqyr4s7cKBJ1Lb2qX3jWxmSdMujD2tkZVsZQFKDmPUijNQope_5GBNjwjp6depoAvyPP7mhYobpKi8fzVj9eKaUUsbV6zkXHD8bOqADIPKl-kviv1TJ&c=&ch=
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001k4Q-WO2sb0s20UDEvscjFoBz3YXrjN82h6JBfMYMUZwjp2mu-tYk2HPSgpBPdCc1tpX__Ou7yenJ3CLscJA7DkSZIRXEQL7rRiO4Synbm0RJca9CNeqoYMtUDivE7HJoggJyxzub1bxf-0lqYZl4PbJ1nithGZbyqea-37rRpmITdTeKE_zXwxpI940fNItMp81Bc5PPC1fUgtpDEQ7eo9HD0x3CLRfuschL_AMYbzzq1qR0lovs4VVW4mVSZU-F9cqSoPNNy0uNKxgiMHnRWM4ZPsofpbFa4MkSMdzEW1bRWddFtRo20WaIA9ZXqPCJEEI0wJCfvXFgVaJYNZ_ZBA_rIYj4apcdiSOc3XgYH0s=&c=&ch=
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001k4Q-WO2sb0s20UDEvscjFoBz3YXrjN82h6JBfMYMUZwjp2mu-tYk2HPSgpBPdCc1lfkaD_4IcIEg8p6KmFUOEoED0lgR9tSfxCrbSI_P9kkANzblSS23iEWPoCyI7kLN51i4KsTtmoObaCe9-OcU-sDtYFjU8AXkdAVR5BN4WCkgUbLm8oaTsGWqnq3miym0_ItF7KgFS_dq32afx-Tyl7WXXa_hB8MvEB2voq2046hnL57pOhvY9CEhBb230F4QQRQmXbka6A2V1OUAUxnrmY3sddqT4S5ZCMxMtb7tuU9fy-LLpSVURiQ9366e4q9KvkQ79xGiX9zZwgUfm684nMkMXc83Ntv-uXU2c3N8seq-6ycrTOMkNsM1prFU6u_BUSVZXyItP2njNJwwGRWxFSOzW4nqb1NL&c=&ch=
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001k4Q-WO2sb0s20UDEvscjFoBz3YXrjN82h6JBfMYMUZwjp2mu-tYk2HPSgpBPdCc1bMxhWpjM4hjN5DG_AGQeneFlJdgfCBKukSdmexAhOxHZPEd8famRH2-TAHfJhihabokvUpW-f2ovJCtQrWzQ8i98MrT_SyvwzSd7-ZvN_4Vtn-Konui3zQJOLLYHznGT8EeOZXXWWpsb5hVBZgm0GYCGrw50q7MGfPAnLz9hW8ZkCEpt2MoOXel0iSU9g__s4RxMooNCLhUAN8qdpYKUw21kwujHmx0OdvIjq049vLlFCS2_MDikXepsrzr2UqlSjz7Dl3B0C8f6rA8U5GStOGLgcQOSEeS_&c=&ch=
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001k4Q-WO2sb0s20UDEvscjFoBz3YXrjN82h6JBfMYMUZwjp2mu-tYk2HPSgpBPdCc15WnvxPEJqyjwRFU65JZRCJFlzwb2utMH1q2AhziXRgZHocq29ppxZP7BlS77pABqmuChAgBPDvEMN7z0bEBag7QWx8aJZcF5iB11H_-WEh8a0gVA7SM-ICt5Q8ERXwYxHgfyR48nDT3UTBYm9XQu59XxDaigLp3BBbXkVa51wMdwjuZcfZPY3xMgBaGjq4cmb4kV4bP7epD8HhyHict_TXHLzTNBc6hBUU_B1jL5iWub4MPZlvk_NA==&c=&ch=
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001k4Q-WO2sb0s20UDEvscjFoBz3YXrjN82h6JBfMYMUZwjp2mu-tYk2HPSgpBPdCc1dIpWMv-JDsIuA9HZCaS6xm-r2T0uMLb9gxP6ehJ6h7TExaqjHQBzBN-XxcokZ-fGrEzk1X1UR-nxS6RzcpLO07pXzex_-w6bMdgfWoqMe6RxahGGXSPdbHd2Pk-PcLlA9uomQi9RSjhReAIJFlc2yS_9GxfVrfcDLlicn-fGM1ZP6Di0vDs4SKu2LgeHxOCVQQa9UGaOgQbunfdh7eRS4DH_iQIAvxnj5G8UW4ecHjPbiKP96LwCZ3rwfL-15wpzsivZGq9lf1Qw61JtZAqfBp0ISGSa9WCHC9PTp5MnSLVVe9X5yDb8iVzgjTbrsczVosWQ1UeRSyQEPulE9nQbSg==&c=&ch=
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001k4Q-WO2sb0s20UDEvscjFoBz3YXrjN82h6JBfMYMUZwjp2mu-tYk2HPSgpBPdCc1mnyTFNHiI3-nWvjaIzJHiyAXGD7ryb_aF4tanhvJw6xgPv-1S0zL_7fhB26AmP3MpFDR1LVFuZG1yrls0uMH6wZdSheulct7y_o5E583xTNPrlDKDveip6EL3Yr6XKNd95hUkv6zwegVennnYQXtSTlE6G2Sfh48mJx8WBv-jG-4oOUPatBfbULMblVA_6OgNuXyCwBpjwCndRlUMrTqoZ6YL3m61xGSL0EvE2m36x_V8HoZ50aw9WUz49s9gAoYcdBXzZ5tbcRBSkokzhl4OB4S-W-YEjjyJmD6ZzL15piS80UeVSHFJAU5STZF7j3lq7osB0W5YXxODs3NMfbjA-oh7ywqQxoh8doBV-L-gk18Zf0e9ugcDxxUoowUfMy8jJaqNKjV4mWWfWcxP4nJPnZChi80FVxP87nln8cGXn-tNTdCADDyVhUpSWWYDU7qw4SeWwhb6Q7SQNFWBr4cyMPgBKhpDnuH&c=&ch=
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001k4Q-WO2sb0s20UDEvscjFoBz3YXrjN82h6JBfMYMUZwjp2mu-tYk2HPSgpBPdCc1MQtwfR5xSve1WXW-SlPzC-ogwIs93-ZOrLwXrPYcSz-rK2ZFrorfcyuIvTelL-d9TikZTeYJV9yFHTbSmEavAcPNy4H8yv2VKTLXc8xUeBeggQJQNkLfGH9B63F8U0t3cs8CdZZshaHtBRqjs3WY9HD8bkAzlTQPujcD69_xC7gloi8vQ1Sr_PO1Ifypm2SakpAEdG-_fpdWTRsW9v5JMmPEkj2Ip-kjDMz4zl55J1f5914hgOaa9e7b2DymudqyDjuZTdBD8GdRJABJDIHLh1wOJOYnZLu_5CV3jQh8uNiujFVd-2LRuw==&c=&ch=
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001k4Q-WO2sb0s20UDEvscjFoBz3YXrjN82h6JBfMYMUZwjp2mu-tYk2HPSgpBPdCc1KzECxuJHijOAOepw47SwMfsy87ck983xUMFSJoxyZJZQ2-XI2KgkQml0XUj9GrjdGdBsSZ7AmJ7KDv_kGbSnLP7X-sBlI6ncDAH6ADdQfiLS2-UopvWnUQoTrLx5mLcgLgfqGdm2zg73Y9Ff_RQFHaw87-fHREvIRhwwkk6ZSiT1to43245rJHGahhN-OtbdhaxeLzD8CfO6gcfDQlgOWOZ1Js2v60EB39FUakZXDnOnNdDmnRMFvq9idrJf-9pDzSQVWBoy-GS1gorVLnoWxiXiIL_XYC5Q5r2X0BnTuY8IXMg7r0iUsQ6l8xMO7Fqtlh_c6lRBNA5Y5W2cNc5TyfbJHY-o7HRX&c=&ch=


ABL has partnered with Fintech, the leading provider
of electronic data and payments solutions to the alcohol
industry, to provide a secure, affordable and hassle-
free way for ABL members to pay for alcohol deliveries
electronically and improve the beverage alcohol

purchasing process. Under the program, ABL members are eligible for a discount on Fintech's
electronic payment and data solutions systems. For more information, please click here.

STATE News
Alabama: Senate Committee Approves Home Wine Delivery Bill
The Senate Financial Responsibility and Economic Development Committee
approved the legislation, sponsored by Sen. Bill Holtzclaw, R-Madison, on a 6 to 4
vote. The bill goes to the full Senate for consideration. Under the legislation, people
over the age of 21 in Alabama could have up to 24 cases of wine shipped to their
doors each year. Shippers would need to obtain licenses from the Alabama Alcohol
Beverage Control (ABC) Board, and out-of-state shippers would have to pay all
applicable taxes on the alcohol. "This process allows me, if the winery chooses to
ship to my house, to do so," Holtzclaw said at the meeting.
 
Colorado: State Supreme Court Upholds State's DUI Laws
The Colorado Supreme Court has upheld the state's drunken driving statutes in three
cases that had warrantless blood draw evidence thrown out by lower courts,
including a case in which a suspect had five times the legal limit of alcohol in his
bloodstream. "If this had been allowed to stand, it could have invalidated every
breath or blood test that a driver in Colorado provides as part of a DUI investigation,
which would obviously have huge ramifications," said Arapahoe County deputy
district attorney Jennifer Gilbert, who handled all three appeals.
 
Connecticut: Direct Wine Sales, Beer Machines Among Host of Alcohol Bills
Whether legalizing machines that automatically dispense beer and wine or allowing
Connecticut consumers to purchase wine from out-of-state retailers, there are many
alcohol bills still on tap for this year's General Assembly session. With less than two
months to go until their adjournment deadline, state lawmakers also must decide
whether to pass Democratic Gov. Dannel P. Malloy's now-perennial proposal to
scrap a decades-old law prohibiting retailers from selling wine and liquor below a
minimum price. Ultimately, the concept could become part of a final state budget
agreement, but its fate remains questionable.
 
Indiana: Politics, Liquor Mix in Indiana
Indiana law allows someone to walk out of a convenience store and crack open a
beer purchased there, but it can't be a cold one. Decades-old rules, closely guarded
by elected officials who receive generous donations from the liquor-store lobby,
strictly manage who can sell "iced or cooled" beer for carryout. It's a right granted to
package liquor stores and restaurants but denied gas stations and convenience stores
-- that is, until one gas station owner discovered an opportunity in the law. He
installed seating and served burritos, landing a restaurant classification and the right
to sell cold beer.
 
Iowa: Who Served That Last Drink? Iowa Targeting Problem Bars to Battle
Drunk Driving
Iowa's alcohol-enforcement agency, concerned with the rising toll taken by drunken
drivers, is preparing a campaign to crack down on bars and restaurants that serve
intoxicated customers, The Des Moines Register has learned. As fatalities in Iowa
mount - at least 84 people died in 2016 alone in alcohol-related crashes - the state
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has focused its attention on keeping intoxicated people from getting behind the
wheel, with Gov. Terry Branstad expected to sign a sobriety monitoring bill into law
Monday.
 
Iowa: Cheers - Legislature Approves Drinks-by-the-Glass at Iowa Craft
Distilleries
A bill allowing Iowa's craft liquor distillers to mix cocktails at their manufacturing
facilities gained final legislative approval Monday, with both Democrats and
Republicans praising the bill as a good step for economic development. The issue has
been under discussion in the Legislature for years as distillers tried and failed to
advance legislation they say puts them on a level playing field with Iowa's craft
breweries and wineries, which already are able to open lounges and tasting rooms
where patrons can buy a glass of beer or wine made on-site.
 
Kansas: Governor Sam Brownback Has Signed the Bill Allowing Full-
Strength Beer in Kansas Grocery Stores
The bill allows grocery stores to sell beer with up to 6-percent alcohol (up from 3.2
percent) but no wine or liquor. The bill is seen a compromise between liquor store
owners and grocery stores across Kansas. While grocery stores can sell up to 6-
percent beer, liquor stores can now sell other things like mixers, snacks and ice, as
long as the non-alcohol items make up less than 20 percent of their sales. The bill
also calls for a state study in 10 years on the impact of the changes, which take effect
in July of 2019.
 
Missouri: Powdered Alcohol Regulation Advances in Missouri Legislature
Powdered alcohol's potential to harm young Missourians inspired a state lawmaker
to amend her quest to ban dehydrated booze. After two unsuccessful attempts to ban
the intoxicating mixer, Rep. Patricia Pike, R-Adrian, instead filed legislation this year
not to ban powdered alcohol but to regulate it like liquid liquor. Pike's bill went
before the Senate Economic Development Committee on Wednesday. No votes were
taken, though plenty was said.
 
Nebraska: Beer Stores Near Reservation Lose Liquor Licenses
Four Nebraska stores that sell millions of cans of beer each year near a South Dakota
Indian reservation lost their liquor licenses Wednesday amid complaints that they
fuel alcohol-related problems among members of the Oglala Lakota Tribe. The state
ruling marks a monumental shift for Whiteclay, an unincorporated town with nine
official residents on the border of the Pine Ridge Indian Reservation. The stores have
operated in town for decades despite criticism that the area lacks adequate law
enforcement to enforce state liquor laws and prevent violence and sexual assaults.
 
Nevada: Liquor Distributors Want First Dibs on Marijuana Distribution
Licenses, Brace for a Fight with Regulators
Small-scale liquor distributors who were excited about the possibility of getting in
on Nevada's new recreational marijuana business say they're now being pushed out
by the Department of Taxation's proposed regulations. Nevadans voted in November
to legalize recreational marijuana through Question 2, which was backed by a group
called the Coalition to Regulate Marijuana Like Alcohol. But the model in draft
regulations that will head for a Tax Commission vote on May 8 doesn't create a
system like the three-tiered one that governs alcohol.
 
New Hampshire: NH Liquor Commission Teams with Crown Royal to
Provide Troops with Critical Supplies
- The New Hampshire Liquor Commission (NHLC) partnered with Crown Royal for
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the fifth year in a row to collect thousands of Crown Royal bags for U.S. troops, who
utilize the bags as lightweight storage for night-vision goggles. During November and
December, NHLC customers donated more than 21,200 Crown Royal bags at all 79
New Hampshire Liquor & Wine Outlets and at select New Hampshire restaurants and
lounges. The 21,200 bags collected this year marks a single-year record in New
Hampshire.
 
New York: Wine Sellers Push to Allow Shipments Across the Border
If a New York connoisseur wants a bottle of wine from a Central California or
Oregon vineyard, he or she can have it shipped without any trouble. The same wine
enthusiast can also order a bottle to be shipped from an in-state retailer. A pair of
state lawmakers recently introduced bills that would let oenophiles purchase wine
from out-of-state retailers, something they can't currently do.
 
North Dakota: Underage Binge Drinking a Problem for Some UND Students
Fake IDs from one Midwest state are popping up at local bars as underage people
attempt to get in for a drink with their friends. According to the Centers for Disease
Control, binge drinking is responsible for 90 percent of the alcohol consumption of
people aged 12 to 20 in the US. At the University of North Dakota students say it's a
common practice to see around campus.
 
Oklahoma: Lawmakers Push to Extend Hours for Alcohol Sales
The State House of Representatives Monday passed two bills that would allow
Oklahomans to buy liquor two hours earlier six days a week, and to be able to buy it
Sundays. The bill is part of a series of bills to modernize Oklahoma's alcohol sales
laws. Senate Bill 411 would allow stores to sell alcohol starting at 8 a.m. Monday
through Saturday, instead of at 10 a.m.          
 
Oregon: OLCC Starting New Store Drive
In 2015, the Oregon Liquor Control Commission embarked on what it called its
largest liquor outlet expansion since Prohibition. Nearly two years later, that
expansion is coming to Central Oregon. The OLCC is opening a window for retail
expansion, or "open recruitment," as early as May. Nearly anything goes. Knitting
supply shop with a liquor counter? A whiskey selection in a sporting goods store? All
reasonable applications are welcome, according to OLCC officials.
 
Pennsylvania: Alcohol-Related Deaths Decline on PA Roadways
While the Pennsylvania State Police Drive Sober or Get Pulled Over campaign may
not be the most eloquent, PennDOT data suggests its message is getting through.
Calendar year 2016 saw the number of people killed in alcohol-related crashes in
Pennsylvania drop to its lowest point in 20 years. PennDOT data show 297 people
died last year in crashes when either a driver, bicyclist or pedestrian was legally
intoxicated. That was the lowest number of deaths from alcohol-related crashes
since at least 1997 - online PennDOT records do not go back further.
 
Pennsylvania: Legislators Advance Alcohol, Gambling Measures
Harrisburg lawmakers on Tuesday advanced legislation on two issues that could
play key roles in budget talks later this spring: liquor and gambling. In the House, a
divided committee approved proposals that would move Pennsylvania toward a
more privately run wine and hard alcohol system. Across the capitol, a Senate panel
positioned a bill that could serve as a legislative vehicle for a larger gambling
expansion plan. Both issues could be bargaining chips as lawmakers and the
governor hash out a budget for the next fiscal year.
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Pennsylvania: House GOP Sets Up Push for Liquor Privatization
State House Republicans are attempting to chart a new course for liquor sales in
Pennsylvania, pushing a traditionally state-run system further and further toward
privatization. The as-yet-unknown revenue from that change is also expected to play
a key role in balancing the caucus's proposed budget. As of Monday, four different
GOP-led proposals are awaiting votes on the House floor.
 
Pennsylvania: PLCB Celebrates Alcohol Awareness Month by Honoring
Young Artists for Educating Peers About the Dangers of Underage Drinking
During a ceremony in The State Museum of Pennsylvania, the Pennsylvania Liquor
Control Board (PLCB) today recognized 52 students who participated in the 25th
annual Alcohol Awareness Poster Contest. "Every year through the Alcohol
Awareness Poster Contest, the Pennsylvania Liquor Control Board challenges
students across the commonwealth to create positive, no-use messages that can
influence their peers. And, every year, the students of Pennsylvania deliver some
amazing, colorful, creative results that encourage fun, healthy, safe alternatives to
underage drinking," said PLCB Chairman Tim Holden.
 
Tennessee: New Open Container Bill for Alcohol Fails in TN
Gov. Bill Haslam's proposal to ban open alcohol bottles or cans in vehicles traveling
on Tennessee roads has failed for the year. Tennessee currently bans drivers from
drinking alcohol while at the wheel, but does not extend that prohibition to
passengers. That conflicts with federal open container guidelines, which causes
about $18 million in federal road money to be redirected toward drunken-driving
enforcement.
 
Texas: Embattled TABC Chief Sherry Cook Is Stepping Down
Sherry Cook, the embattled executive director of the Texas Alcoholic Beverage
Commission, is stepping down from her post amid a series of spending controversies
at the agency. In a Tweet early Monday afternoon, Gov. Greg Abbott welcomed what
his office called Cook's "resignation.'' "It's time to clean house from regulators not
spending taxpayer money wisely," the governor said in his tweet. "This is a good
start." Less than an hour later, in a press release sent to reporters, TABC
characterized Cook's departure as a retirement.
 
Utah: State Liquor Store Employees Get a Wine Education
The wines of Italy were uncorked for 18 students Tuesday evening...but this wasn't a
party. It was part of the Utah Department of Alcoholic Beverage Control's Wine
Education Class for employees of State Liquor Stores. Terry Wood, the Director of
Communications for the DABC explains. "Utahns are actually getting quite
sophisticated on wine these days," Wood told ABC4 Utah News. "Our wine sales are
going up yet not everybody knows much about wine and sometimes the store
employees don't either."
 
Vermont: State Liquor-Lottery Plan Back on Table
Two lawmakers are proposing an amendment to merge the Department of Liquor
Control and the state's Lottery Commission in January as the House prepares to
debate legislation today that creates a working group to study the issue. The
legislation up for debate today comes on the heels of a resolution passed by the
House last week that nullified an executive order from Gov. Phil Scott that would
have merged the two entities beginning this week. Scott signed the executive order
in January, but state law allows either the House or Senate to nix such a restructuring
of the executive branch with a resolution.
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West Virginia: Study - Alcohol-Related Walker, Bike Deaths Slow to Drop
National campaigns remain focused on reducing drunken driving, leaving the
number of pedestrians and bicyclists killed when alcohol is involved to decline at
much slower rates, according to the Insurance Institute for Highway Safety. A report
released earlier this month states more than one-third of pedestrians and one-fifth of
bicyclists killed in the United States in crashes in 2014 were impaired by alcohol.
 
Wyoming: Commissioners to Release Draft Liquor Resolution
Sheridan County commissioners expect to vote Tuesday on a draft resolution
providing for changes in liquor licensing laws in the county. Commission Chairman
Steve Maier said the action will start the process for filling blanks in liquor licenses
that were created by Wyoming's Legislature this year. Maier explained. Two of the
big changes in liquor licensing laws are that the state no longer regulates the hours of
operation, and dispensing rooms have been done away with. Under the new
legislation, the entire building where liquor is served is the dispensing room.
 
Wyoming: New Legislation Shifts Liquor Law Responsibility to Local Bodies
The Sheridan County Commission approved a notice of intent to adopt rules and
regulations governing the licensing of liquor sales during Tuesday's regular board
meeting. Deputy County Attorney Clint Beaver said the 2017 Wyoming Legislature
amended portions of Title 12, which deals with alcoholic beverages, and shifted
responsibility for determining particulars in regulation from the state to local
licensing authorities. "...We've been kind of scrambling to get our hands around it,"
Beaver said, "because July 1 will be the effective date of these legislative changes."
ASSOCIATE MEMBER PROFILE

ABL and Intellicheck Mobilisa have joined in a
new partnership to address the ongoing issue of
underage access to alcohol. Building on ABL's
many efforts to support responsible, age-

restricted beverage retailing, Intellicheck is offering its Age ID™ solution to improve customer
service and ensure compliance with state regulatory laws by instantly authenticating a
customer's identity and age via a mobile device or integrated with a point of sale instrument.
The ability to spot fake or altered identi ication and to positively verify a consumer's age in
real time provides ABL members with a valuable solution for keeping alcohol out of underage
hands.  For more information, please click here.

BUSINESS & LIFESTYLE News
To Keep on Trucking, States Streamline Food Truck Licensing
As food trucks started rolling onto American streets a decade or so ago, states set health
standards for them but left specific rules for mobile food vendors to cities and counties. Now,
faced with a complicated and sometimes conflicting system of local regulations, permits and
inspections, some states are stepping in to cut the red tape. In Utah, a new law that allows
food trucks to move among localities with a single license goes into effect next month.
 
Amazon Adds Beer and Wine Delivery to its Prime Now Service in the Richmond
Market
Amazon Prime members in the Richmond region now can order beer and wine and have it
delivered in an hour. The beer-related inventory includes local favorites such as Stone
Brewing, Hardywood and Devils Backbone Brewing Co. The Seattle-based e-commerce giant
announced Wednesday that it has added the beer and wine merchandise as part of its Prime
Now delivery service as Amazon has done in other markets across the country. Amazon has
been offering its Prime Now delivery service for other merchandise to a large part of the
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region since November 2015, when it opened its distribution hub on Dabney Road at Tomlyn
Street in Henrico County.
 
Legal Marijuana Hooks Alcohol Distributors
According to the Nevada Independent the vote to legalize marijuana for recreational use in
that state certainly grabbed the attention of its alcohol distributors. Like all fifty states in the
U.S., Nevada's alcohol distribution takes place under the Three Tier system from producer
(tier 1), to warehouse/distributor (tier 2), to retailer (tier 3), to consumer. The system was
designed in 1933 with Repeal of Prohibition; its ostensible mission was to keep alcohol out of
the hands of criminals and prevent the monopolistic tendencies of those producers which,
before Prohibition, often had direct bar ownership and direct retail access to consumers.
 
Reality Check - Underage Drinking in America
The parents of "John" waited to speak with me after my recent presentation at a private,
independent school in New England. They appeared anxious, even scared, sharing their son's
response to admonishment over his alcohol use: "Everyone . really, everyone, does it!" But in
high school, as in life, things are not always what they appear to be. Even long-held beliefs,
such as the Titanic's sinking because of an iceberg, have been questioned, so why not youth
alcohol use?
 
Wine Industry Finds a Companion in a Competitor: Marijuana
Legal intoxication is big business and getting bigger. More states have legalized marijuana,
leading some in the alcohol industry to regard it as a threat to their profit margin. Those
concerns are warranted in some cases. In Colorado, Oregon and Washington, where
recreational use has been legal for several years, beer sales are down, mostly among mass-
market brews. The liquor industry opposed several marijuana legalization initiatives last
year, and has expressed fears for its bottom line.
DISTRIBUTION News
Oklahoma:
Dogfish Head Expands Distribution to Oklahoma
 
Pennsylvania:
Blake's Hard Cider Begins Distribution to Pennsylvania
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