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ABL ANNUAL MEETING

Click Here to Visit the Meeting
Website & Register Today!

CALENDAR
March 12-14 - National Alcohol Beverage Control Association Legal Symposium | Arlington, VA
March 14 - Tavern League of Wisconsin 33rd Annual Legislative Day | Madison, WI
March 26-28 - ABL 15th Annual Meeting | Las Vegas, NV
March 27-29 - Night Club & Bar Convention & Trade Show | Las Vegas, NV
April 3-6 - Tavern League of Wisconsin Spring Convention & Trade Show | La Crosse, WI
April 3-6 - American Distilling Institute Craft Spirits Conference | Baltimore, MD
April 10-13 - 2017 Craft Brewers Conference & BrewExpo America | Washington, DC
April 18-21 - Wine & Spirits Wholesales of America 74th Annual Convention & Expo | Orlando, FL
April 24-25 - Responsible Retailing Forum National Conference | San Francisco, CA
April 30-May 3 - National Beer Wholesalers Association Legislative Conference | Washington, DC
June 5 - Illinois Licensed Beverage Association Annual Golf Outing | Springfield, IL
June 10-12 - ABL Summer Board Meeting | Minneapolis, MN
June 11-14 - National Conference of State Liquor Administrators Annual Conference | Denver, CO
June 12-14 - Beverage Alcohol Retailers Conference | Minneapolis, MN
September 17-19 - Illinois Licensed Beverage Association 132nd Annual Convention | Alton, IL

ABL & PUBLIC POLICY News
House Committee Lays Out Priorities to Ensure 'Real Results' for Small Businesses
The House Small Business Committee this week approved its fiscal 2018 Views and
Estimates, a guideline for the upcoming congressional session and budget process that
focuses on improved services for the small business community. Among the committee's
priorities are oversight of certain programs, redirecting resources, and eliminating
redundancies. The initiatives and programs often are duplicative of "longstanding small
business outreach efforts," are not reviewed, approved by the committee, nor are they
properly assessed by SBA.
 
Music Monopolists Target Jeff Sessions
Music licensing monopolists like ASCAP and BMI, which control 90% of all recorded songs
and reap billion dollar annual incomes, have been trying to undermine the music licensing
laws on this country's books for years. But never before have their guns been blazing so
flagrantly at a sitting public official. This should come as no surprise. Big Music feared that

http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001k3j2aUKbsg_rT7O2VWfJy2JyVJ5YBgAWlAkrvOcluu7BqdhEmhGBn0AD1EJq-bTkE54n_oUWW5vCF9k18b1D4nDOpxLmbgVVQGK7OUtUszNt1ShemC1rPArULGpk5dDmr6J1nMuWjIO98eNBF5BV87pJiDePGNORSY9F44-KR9SFoKmLteETMgDJLRnzeFOnGK7diko3hZvrxEAfY6iQZXqDwgvs0ASJTgh6Yhb-Cqz6CHTkXsz0xguuh2t0wOpWUcNRnYn1bWnhvoAQJINLvyGesuffL_4d&c=&ch=
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001k3j2aUKbsg_rT7O2VWfJy2JyVJ5YBgAWlAkrvOcluu7BqdhEmhGBn0AD1EJq-bTkE54n_oUWW5vCF9k18b1D4nDOpxLmbgVVQGK7OUtUszNt1ShemC1rPArULGpk5dDmr6J1nMuWjIO98eNBF5BV87pJiDePGNORSY9F44-KR9SFoKmLteETMgDJLRnzeFOnGK7diko3hZvrxEAfY6iQZXqDwgvs0ASJTgh6Yhb-Cqz6CHTkXsz0xguuh2t0wOpWUcNRnYn1bWnhvoAQJINLvyGesuffL_4d&c=&ch=
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001k3j2aUKbsg_rT7O2VWfJy2JyVJ5YBgAWlAkrvOcluu7BqdhEmhGBn0AD1EJq-bTk5MASmLcKp26T_FtuFfFWCJOX5PEq6Syvx-3heWIUE177oBw6xr-tHujUMJ3BN7Ge1J31ORCs7onpNp6Wolah48jjJENcFKXdZB86_zC8tohbXAg9RqAKQw==&c=&ch=
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001k3j2aUKbsg_rT7O2VWfJy2JyVJ5YBgAWlAkrvOcluu7BqdhEmhGBn0AD1EJq-bTkRqCtrjbtExJU1rVpYaplfwWLdJypLJbQ6efpHQhhAaZwGZp2_3Yu4WGCQpZd_IZDb7clc4Yr-liB7Bi02KpMFgnAsIrOObBA6DJuuT4NkCe2z5SN9eloGQ==&c=&ch=
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001k3j2aUKbsg_rT7O2VWfJy2JyVJ5YBgAWlAkrvOcluu7BqdhEmhGBn6uzcv5B0PMnE27dwq27ha7eUmIXEDyYtHqh1T8k2sWuYpYRgath5DsNJAmXXGUbIqpJZKYeSiRrjSHIxO0APlXQKcjMS2JMnlKr6nqvAZQMRnvYAPnk0wNTttvz_oGX-EXCV5KwX3eknDJCl5TEE1HEbgxC_rmGOMmDaZJqzv3WKxq8JDr7NPqlyo5XuFqsjWt6T4CBMqtbwLc49e80FomA1j4eS7WmN2q2lWvmC9uAqvgsGuJZZe3XLjsm0bO8VQ==&c=&ch=
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001k3j2aUKbsg_rT7O2VWfJy2JyVJ5YBgAWlAkrvOcluu7BqdhEmhGBn5h4V9quS2TGM9p98fTy7BD0c4_oYIj7k1HoPnrt0QTail18JspdIXvU5iJddArRSXN2kTlJy-iYmrrKjwLTlzk3KDK40Hf8rPfi9tHPtFwUHU0MKcLnYF4O3MnMI0-mYvlFVnG4bHc-O95Ii5c8bbQQoHSa_4S9hSL96znUwdDwBXGlVu2mTVFIKzJW28GZzRcRfYE4JhJOYv52anef4U5KrgH_imHuKg7-hOr6-VtcyKsAOQgHDQD8OQvAW-G9LM2W_uHURNuM64guE_1__xLg0HVRrnJPcA==&c=&ch=
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001k3j2aUKbsg_rT7O2VWfJy2JyVJ5YBgAWlAkrvOcluu7BqdhEmhGBn2oo6L-W2hGfWr9zKUP_I3as3zqorLC9dzyLgLj4xOr3pJkyt8JUWjUeXef_VmVAkQPVlsJ1Zl-O7nNeMsDuYefRzmybGB771KzaZY9UFB5XKHsIeJ0sBUqp20R479lJnngBB2KEJNV3PkmflWlVTnUsd0PDX4kCqJqr75ng1a9MQwLhY96IvIXJwe4hfmGsBz7Enbw6if3OkBKloERf3w-fhJSPOm6qEtC-zDnVKISzr0fuJRRBOuw=&c=&ch=
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001k3j2aUKbsg_rT7O2VWfJy2JyVJ5YBgAWlAkrvOcluu7BqdhEmhGBn6uzcv5B0PMnE27dwq27ha7eUmIXEDyYtHqh1T8k2sWuYpYRgath5DsNJAmXXGUbIqpJZKYeSiRrjSHIxO0APlXQKcjMS2JMnlKr6nqvAZQMRnvYAPnk0wNTttvz_oGX-EXCV5KwX3eknDJCl5TEE1HEbgxC_rmGOMmDaZJqzv3WKxq8JDr7NPqlyo5XuFqsjWt6T4CBMqtbwLc49e80FomA1j4eS7WmN2q2lWvmC9uAqvgsGuJZZe3XLjsm0bO8VQ==&c=&ch=
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001k3j2aUKbsg_rT7O2VWfJy2JyVJ5YBgAWlAkrvOcluu7BqdhEmhGBn2fw2vf5ZaGfL8_Oj1T-kED9zU_1Hl2JUSlUc58NrJGTnGEBlc22mxYoQc5fpPJx_8KfrJBXdciP36iz2NTFrSGRd6xsOlk0nLA4D6KtiQ0juJwQnIMw0ut1gWPRV81Wgj-H5HCxhswPbpynq_wI9KyBfv730bhrVN86UXNZ3NKpf68AfB5MI03QKikNIpdz8396hxoi7pXB6EWP1fs2eG9HYD21-jNd3FsAD6bGAnEl-3vR4WelrUc=&c=&ch=
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001k3j2aUKbsg_rT7O2VWfJy2JyVJ5YBgAWlAkrvOcluu7BqdhEmhGBn5KgMpiobDncgpPov7BwJ9RiN691lWP3JWdip4O9SDAa1Q8dFXE9Ns6nC1bhTsIUcy1ZlmQ8PktWzY2bSFU3egThHItGnEtJst8r7Y6Yz9wnTu0QcyzHJQfgbgMezhArDxOrc31awuW3BjEKz-rzvMTXwDOov_d_9x-pqmSCXBwd_JG0rPWMW_0blNR6xH2iFX5ApJQH6KEkPQP4hUTdxs5f1nikDojp_zHcuJj2sNsItOZt1PE6VxGU8UKIJVp3l_NXWzuM9yeXstIStfTYmrC1k4GqKAqkHw==&c=&ch=
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001k3j2aUKbsg_rT7O2VWfJy2JyVJ5YBgAWlAkrvOcluu7BqdhEmhGBn8bev6dM4ur7MtJpA1dLUJfAtk8aNqR3rHBcAk4YM-UztgcqkcKFEx5k1vQk9THlFEPe8OPZO2dPlvw7nwlElzEjuidTzD-7HnppsRiPKM_AXj_N685dJFd_MhcnZw6iq8xdviWo8d9XeU_2F6I2lgxzspb_gC5TRaFTxMQB-iW9hxxVOij8TT2w8TU0nhtiIE96efuDoPzzgRppzalDq1FHwN_kjocW5sEz6YOMRHQ-2GnlzzwIEBLenaZnqYko4xd9Jc8NIR3riW208uJoFgTMCoVwGHEElg==&c=&ch=
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001k3j2aUKbsg_rT7O2VWfJy2JyVJ5YBgAWlAkrvOcluu7BqdhEmhGBn2RhvWzeVelpt9OhxRfhiqs0pyVyrxRt9cF0yBiVcxlddA5zphZXqFhCsgg12qCXKxO4vtPrOyqWRZBI5HRqSFScr4Ur3CQREM8d10L_adlZKAjDgROVMp8KXFwX8BOYrk2Jdxz_riwfc_ghxLJv1cBzLdivpazybmGGJHHkXAh5zjUrbOI4epDhcfcgjjSC9LWS0aZl-flCuPEf4yLtZ91H9Ni_wLciP2ZdByNMjNFM7cQxUK4h-HomfdxHFr5CCw==&c=&ch=
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001k3j2aUKbsg_rT7O2VWfJy2JyVJ5YBgAWlAkrvOcluu7BqdhEmhGBn818diBVC8Qj-U59O9fUka8e5hwSIzbQibI4xBlgIOcmAGfUiXYpYVdz6WjGDPw0PQoWkA0UfZtmLY1-dF4_ot7SNtcNBlNn7jFu1shWM-t24UJ5Eokh9lfmwfTvApAX1txHbF6jq6FLcOb6hZcZTedhjoigKhwOekjQZW8yH715ySANtjKVVF9kR8uv-Oo5AfShB0TTTeTezVax_OGoG-ZMmSlmnY28oLXQPlBZZcLDLldfKeor1cg=&c=&ch=
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001k3j2aUKbsg_rT7O2VWfJy2JyVJ5YBgAWlAkrvOcluu7BqdhEmhGBn0AqWM2cAYneRqkpQqJZjv4Zi-0z3Zb_NLvXeXoBXdxTOI65KlSN4Yv0TC1WZQ4JVcgMow60gn265-FFtaPyumRBofqk88VFrJIUlC0smLBzh4mI0mhnhk9aMpYirIGjDvOWbICptHiopA8tVBTX-XHJ4UKtJPm1kYdDIE-eK-8-IqB2ORAT_fFPs8GzCo0ocLy992AAzaHbeC2O37or9WVhHdxyHStsi4zHkx37yjCfq7h_9ODIIcYYq6X_QVcZi22mbjRi9gXZzVxroSlBRSn6Yv6PL3bqhhSxI3hm29H9&c=&ch=
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001k3j2aUKbsg_rT7O2VWfJy2JyVJ5YBgAWlAkrvOcluu7BqdhEmhGBn1Hhh5wmzQ6rI-c17Ee3qaOsI6lXaBxhZIGxFxI5KpmHdOc6u_HyhgUwJwgnnR8Ehx72pNTbIX6TLwb-kA0s1-Yp1MCePG8QfQ4ASlVcOu96t07H3CPcbIzvfBsScpxyJhMiQDpXU19MZmzHAqeoBem_PuEDK3MAV1gMZKHOOb_S2WQxP8e9I0erXFoGrORpKc0lVQSUR3Ut9AvcwilttnSw-YnZMi1FlJDl6tvwwndoJYek8HvcKVCQPDHEjNsVtpJ15Oybi8pHfPqw9atDe_0=&c=&ch=
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001k3j2aUKbsg_rT7O2VWfJy2JyVJ5YBgAWlAkrvOcluu7BqdhEmhGBn0AqWM2cAYneDI0E0tvX44mZQeD8uXjDu7D8EdlGFrogEsNMQSxMS3FJ1Wl6IoBwBnH6v7AzMzLH42rGvbKpUE6ZWrfagvTBa2H1jxmxaobX29jW3kvadAPeSRaMCDvl0xp9jlSFgGWPuNyvM9xecDC8P4YP_udo8dtR5EY0HNUhDVc6mtIaRY36d3YDbeIeyNyQ8SRkOYu1dW9uv80nxskSdBiTHO0bMxEejBra6BF-perk-gCtxxoRP8nvEU5ZhXtv87FOyYiG&c=&ch=
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001k3j2aUKbsg_rT7O2VWfJy2JyVJ5YBgAWlAkrvOcluu7BqdhEmhGBn1IYajKSVY-zB-CPhdFgqENrSpskwf8YdLPhCIo3qTbjLn8FsTL4XRRzUJ-uPMJOWhMlOL6psRtEEZcgvvF-X3wAdhJ7P0inwO6oEz7duU7Aso0O1DAmAJw8AG-4h9C-_VXZNRVK3MU98xFmVrpVGVuYxYZRy6_NcXHw7XaWG4nIbH1sxBOMAF7OtWrBrh2Kmp_9fR1qS12JS1k6XJSLpJa-HthC1vcMsulvVw0g3ooMDAD4WxLHmN5-0lAU5vZdCSK4KJjWPoTd9CiAkz7lfpc4-BrBMmWw5A==&c=&ch=
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001k3j2aUKbsg_rT7O2VWfJy2JyVJ5YBgAWlAkrvOcluu7BqdhEmhGBnzVa9Objtowv4Tl2b4V7n1NC7hHvxhSJMLvYFwhx0rSwaQwihVxqaWWfi6wuw6lJQdkhgDwoaii36V_2uXI9a2nfPViAEnjDGMiNUz4QAjORcsIuPGQwFQcvhlLLs8DDucVBbzCu8N59ASIB304OsNdiTXj_s2_bNrsCYNnxHiHa2nqDN6ESbDuOBPfl0cy71s9LOOlEWcMllK61VMHOAULF5sbwCLzcqBH4Up5Z14uSTrHv2QK2oJOv57wMzA0EwUH44ljWHdNRLhTpNfwFyrmebLy9juUlPK3WFodq91AfcmVrJ48Raw2w5L_5DMF7TTKtd1F6t26q6mHQRM-LQqzXKnvkRr2-1w==&c=&ch=
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001k3j2aUKbsg_rT7O2VWfJy2JyVJ5YBgAWlAkrvOcluu7BqdhEmhGBn6bpT9C9JVvgKbn0V03sdKZ_YS-3nsL94MT3gUrsIiXAFQI5ZiesScXdia6CXBXXpcJeBx1ofKFvzDaaNU6JiP2d6WSmrAx5tD_XfaxkX05AoDjJURfgUAdIhTeD0oW3tzYu45LdQQKJbmdCYgH9_KNRYVUw1qkwPKvnhazD8LaD18QGDH5PMAzDDQmJwayJlbhk8YOY7otRSTPDGWKFZiUHX37e4vafbJ1yA5RwB7WDXxts3UsAL3v0AFSEVDtGYw_tpHtZ_ijX&c=&ch=
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001k3j2aUKbsg_rT7O2VWfJy2JyVJ5YBgAWlAkrvOcluu7BqdhEmhGBn8cRCOUTwuF4zBkYHp36dDVWWlA_kuM-DkNYJA4z6bHABQLZ2IZYKbYU7QhqimdoPThWWEbqL3Sqs8_SZwjIinjB4CVEQhKsPObR_YFx1O_-4V7dLhsEFs6U35zz0QOf7MLfwJ5vdHZAO436y4Usigiq56Q0oT1S7YlCMqJqsCIEakvOKPpAxtdf7aWY4ST6DGKBwnd8eh5pRQBLN9N3dUhZVfqnvxQuY6WEgKSQsrSG18k0mx2G8hvn2jEV3WGRNdahMX7wdteOesqzNWoln_GmPU0bXn-tq0NMdN8PRV4bSLrB2RHSNaEKyMJzc9rKc3j1SiBiO_6lYClHXm3OtvBtTk7RJaNK2YrMsVsGMPnoTWFDhKs3yg0=&c=&ch=
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001k3j2aUKbsg_rT7O2VWfJy2JyVJ5YBgAWlAkrvOcluu7BqdhEmhGBn8cRCOUTwuF4Xl_Z2IDClBNBscEMqjrkIyQqUJwH4UkojOye29okc-TzR-k89E4qrLWofc-95XeawF6LTgo5qEqmlq_dnlTPu-v7r4YOib_L3C4dofSgd1QA4DqhzpZaZj4F2k7hgR6dffaJ5PkuEufyQV40wxu_DbLCo-qj9x44TZCPHtjp1HxIDMiS2VP8Vl3Jqrp37IlVUU1RYzCT1jw4ITCs3lPV75m8EOkNnuglCjBxiqtxALzU8MYTDyOFhKJnQwU0-einZLKnme8hZLi_ijMhNGXJYOiIc2g6Gx2lj6sbCdUdn_Y7Yq5EseV-pg==&c=&ch=


Donald Trump would appoint a "law and order" hardliner to the Department of Justice, so
they wagered heavily on the Hillary Clinton campaign.
 
Underage Drinking Enforcement Crackdown Can Be Effective Says Local
Prevention Experts
It might be harder for minors to buy alcohol or use a fake I-D in the coming
months...Several state agencies are increasing enforcement of underage drinking laws.  One
prevention specialist says the crackdown is the right thing to do on several levels.  Philip
Rose is Program Coordinator for underage drinking prevention at Prevention Network.  He
says to begin with, enforcement is part of the equation. "If we have a law but nobody
enforces it, then people will ignore it.  The fact that it is against the law to have fake IDs and
it's against the law as a young person to drink, is really critical."
 
Marijuana Sellers Face Uncertainty Under Trump
The Trump administration is creating uncertainty for the nascent marijuana industry. It's
unclear just how strictly Attorney General Jeff Sessions plans to enforce the federal
prohibition on marijuana, raising questions for the dozens of states that have legalized the
drug in some capacity. "There is no telling how the Trump administration will handle the
legalities of cannabis," said Ethan Andersen, spokesman for NisonCo, a public relations firm
that works with cannabis companies. "While there's no guarantee they will crack down,
there's certainly no guarantee they won't."
ASSOCIATE MEMBER PROFILE

Distilled Spirits Council
The Distilled Spirits Council is the national trade association
representing the leading producers and marketers of
distilled spirits in the United States. The Council protects the
industry from higher taxes and works diligently to reduce
trade barriers across the globe, while supporting policies
that increase adult market access for spirits products,
provide greater convenience and choices for adult
consumers, and encourage responsible and moderate
consumption.

INDUSTRY News
Alcohol and Tobacco Tax and Trade Bureau (TTB)
TTB Newsletter | Weekly News (March 10)
TTB 2016 Annual Report Now Available
 
Center for Alcohol Policy
Alcohol Industry Regulations Prevent Vertical Integration, Foster Competition and Protect
Public Health
 
NACS - The Association for Convenience & Fuel Retailing
Cannabis Business Could Impact Beer Sales
 
National Beer Wholesalers Association
The New Reality for Retailers: Is Consumer Choice at Risk?
 
Responsible Retailing Forum
Responsible Beverage Service in the 51st State
 
Southern Glazer's Wine & Spirits
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Southern Glazer's Wine & Spirits Launches New Travel Sales and Export Division
AFFILIATE News
Colorado Licensed Beverage Association
Rival Groups of Liquor Retailers Kick Up Dust in Legislative Fight Over Spirit Licenses
The battle over Colorado's liquor store landscape intensified Monday in the wake of a Senate
vote that killed a bill to let Wal-Mart sell full-strength liquor in as many as 20 locations over
the next two decades, among other tweaks to 2016 legislation that overhauled the state's
liquor licensing laws. And amid renewed threats of a potentially expensive ballot fight over
liquor sales at grocery stores, two organizations representing different groups of
independent liquor retailers squared off and hurled charges, each claiming to be standing up
for the little guy. "How dare they put small liquor stores at the risk of another ballot issue?"
asked Jeanne McEvoy of the Colorado Licensed Beverage Association, after the Senate voted
18-17 to sink Senate Bill 143.
 
Tennessee Wine and Spirits Retailers
New Push for Sunday Wine and Liquor Store Sales
There's a new push in Tennessee to remove some of the restrictions surrounding when liquor
stores can operate and when wine can be sold in grocery stores. Proposed legislation by Sen.
Bill Ketron, R-Murfreesboro, and Rep. Gerald McCormic, R-Chattanooga, would permit liquor
stores to sell alcohol and grocery stores to sell wine during the same hours when beer is sold.
 
Wyoming State Liquor Association
New Law Could Free Up Liquor Licenses
Liquor licenses may become a less valuable investment following the passage of a new law
that seeks to stop owners from "parking" licenses rather than using the permits to operate a
bar, restaurant or liquor store. Senate File 14, addressing inoperative liquor licenses, was
signed into law Monday by Gov. Matt Mead. While it is unlikely to appease the current liquor
license system's harshest critics, the new law addresses a common complaint: people
purchase one of a city's scarce number of liquor licenses and wait for it to appreciate in value
rather than use it for operating a business.
ASSOCIATE MEMBER PROFILE

ABL and Intellicheck Mobilisa have joined in a
new partnership to address the ongoing issue of
underage access to alcohol. Building on ABL's
many efforts to support responsible, age-

restricted beverage retailing, Intellicheck is offering its Age ID™ solution to improve customer
service and ensure compliance with state regulatory laws by instantly authenticating a
customer's identity and age via a mobile device or integrated with a point of sale instrument.
The ability to spot fake or altered identi ication and to positively verify a consumer's age in
real time provides ABL members with a valuable solution for keeping alcohol out of underage
hands.  For more information, please click here.

STATE News
Alaska: Tribal Leaders Gather in Bethel to Work on Alcohol Problems and
Other Regional Issues
Parents too drunk to provide care. Suicides and deaths from exposure. Violence in
homes. Problems that long have marred rural Alaska to a degree unseen almost
anywhere else are getting new attention from village residents who say some of the
answers must come from villages themselves. Some put blame for recent troubles on
Bethel's 10-month-old liquor store. At a tribal gathering in Bethel on Wednesday
they talked about banding together to shut it down.
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Arkansas: Senate Backs Expanding Grocery Store Wine Sales
A bill expanding the types of wine that Arkansas grocery stores can sell is on its way
to the governor's desk. The Senate voted 18-14 Wednesday to give final approval to
the measure changing the state law which currently only allows grocery stores to
sell wines from small wineries. More expansive selections of wine are currently only
available at liquor stores. The proposal has the backing of Wal-Mart. Opponents of
the measure include many liquor store owners, who argue that the legislation could
put them out of business.
 
California: ABC Fines Two Large Beer & Wine Wholesalers and numerous
Retailers for Unfair Business Practices Wholesalers facilitated Prohibited
Marketing Practice(s)
The Department of Alcoholic Beverage Control (ABC) has reached a $400,000
settlement with Anheuser-Busch, LLC wholesalers and a $10,000 settlement with
Straub Distributing Company LTD for their engagement in unfair marketing
practices aimed at retail licensees. Additionally, approximately 34 retail licensees
also received disciplinary sanctions levied against their ABC licenses for their related
activities.
 
California: State Proposes Ending Tampon Tax by Increasing Hard Liquor
Tax
Democratic California lawmakers on Thursday announced revised proposals to
exempt feminine hygiene products and diapers from sales taxes after the governor
vetoed the move last year. Assemblywomen Lorena Gonzalez Fletcher of San Diego
and Cristina Garcia of Bell Gardens announced a bill that would fund their proposed
sales tax exemptions with increased taxes on hard liquor. They proposed the
exemptions last year without a way to replace the revenue that would be lost from
the change. Gov. Jerry Brown vetoed the measures along with several other tax
break bills.
 
Colorado Lawmakers Defeat Bill to Allow Liquor Sales in Walmart and
Target
Colorado lawmakers defeated a measure to allow liquor sales in Walmart and Target
in an extraordinary vote Monday that suggested alcohol remains a potent political
question. The bill to allow big-box stores to expand beyond beer and wine sales
emerged as one of the most contentious of the legislative session and split
lawmakers on the question of whether it would hurt local liquor stores. State Senate
President Kevin Grantham, R-Cañon City, cast the final - and decisive - vote against
the measure, 17-18 - an unusual tally that drew gasps from onlookers.
 
Connecticut: Legislative Panel Quietly Kills Malloy Bill to Change Liquor
Laws
The legislature's General Law Committee quietly killed Democratic Gov. Daniel P.
Malloy's bill to change Connecticut's liquor laws Tuesday. The committee, which
technically has until March 14 to approve legislation, decided to end its work early
this year. That means the bill that would have allowed liquor, beer, and wine
retailers to sell their alcohol below what they paid for it never got called for a vote.
Rep. David Baram, D-Bloomfield, who co-chairs the General Law Committee, said
Tuesday that they didn't have enough support to pass it.
 
Idaho:  Northern Idaho Lawmaker Introduces New Liquor License Plan
A northern Idaho lawmaker has introduced legislation to change the state's 70-year-
old system of doling out liquor licenses. Under Idaho's current law, a single liquor
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license is allowed for every 1,500 residents of cities. This quota system has resulted
in long waiting lists, spawning complaints that system meant to promote
"temperance and morality" has instead created bidding wars and rewards
speculators.
 
Illinois: Bill Allows Young Adults to Drink with Parents
Young adults could soon be able to order alcohol at restaurants around the state.
Thanks to a new bill, people as young as 18 could be served wine or beer with a
parent's permission. Lawmakers who proposed the bill say they feel this type of
change would be harmless since it's still the parent's decision. "You know, it's okay
to sit down and have a beer with my dad or have a cup of wine with my mom and sit
down and have family time," says University of Illinois Springfield senior Malcolm
Bennett.
 
Iowa: Alcohol Changes Advance as Wholesalers, Distillers Reach
Compromise
Many of Iowa's craft liquor distillers would be able to mix cocktails and pour drinks
for their patrons under a bill advancing in the Iowa House of Representatives.
Garrett Burchett, owner of Mississippi River Distillery in Le Claire, said the
legislation marks a significant compromise between distilleries and the Iowa
Wholesale Beer Distributors Association, which have remained at odds for years
over whether to allow drinks by the glass at local distilleries.

Maryland: Senate Gives Preliminary Approval to Bill That Overhauls Prince
George's Liquor Board Appointment Process
The Senate on Monday night gave preliminary approval to a bill that would remove
the governor from the process of appointing the members to the Prince George's
County Board of Liquor Commissioners. The measure was proposed by the Prince
George's County Senate Delegation after several liquor board officials were charged
in a long-standing federal corruption investigation. The bill would require the
county executive to nominate the members to the panel and the local senators
confirming the members.
 
Maryland: 2nd Former Md. Delegate Charged in Liquor Board Probe
A former Maryland delegate from Prince George's County has been indicted on
federal bribery and wire fraud charges for accepting thousands of dollars in cash in
exchange for supporting bills dealing with liquor laws and for stealing money from
his campaign committee. Michael Vaughn is the second former delegate from Prince
George's County charged as part of a multiyear public corruption investigation into
the county board that issues liquor licenses.
 
Massachusetts: New Boston Liquor License Plan to Target Neighborhoods
City officials will lay out plans Monday for a significant expansion of Boston's liquor
licenses, proposing 152 of them, including dozens to help attract nightlife to such
neighborhoods as Mattapan, Roxbury, and East Boston. The proposal - which is
twice as large as a 2014 expansion - would give such communities five liquor
licenses annually over a three-year period, in a move intended to boost economic
development by bringing more people out for dinner and drinks later into the
evening.
 
Minnesota: State to Start Selling Liquor on Sundays on July 2
Starting July 2, Sunday beer runs to Wisconsin and North Dakota will be a thing of
the past for Minnesota residents. Minnesota Gov. Mark Dayton signed a bill Tuesday
that repeals the 159-year-old ban on the state's liquor stores operating on Sundays.
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For consumers, the repeal was a long time coming. Minnesota is one of a dozen states
with so-called "blue laws" that ban liquor stores from operating on Sundays. "This
new law reflects the desires of most people in Minnesota, who have made it clear to
their legislators that they want to have this additional option," Dayton said in a
statement.
 
Nebraska: Brix Closure Could Result in Largest Alcohol Auction Ever in
Nebraska
The Nebraska Liquor Control Commission Wednesday approved the sale of assets
from the defunct Brix wine store at Omaha's Village Pointe shopping center. Mutual
of Omaha Bank was granted the authority to sell the alcohol inventory and other
items from the West Omaha store. The operators of Brix owe the bank around
$430,000, according to court records. State Liquor Control Commission Chairman
Bob Batt told KETV NewsWatch 7 the sale may be the largest alcohol sale the state
has ever seen.
 
Nebraska: Candlelight Vigil Talks of Injustice in Whiteclay, Hope for Future
Members of the Lincoln community came together at the State Capitol March 6 for a
candlelight vigil for Whiteclay, a small town of 12 people in northwestern Nebraska
consisting of four liquor stores. The town sells the equivalent of about 3.5 million
12-ounce beer cans a year. Most of those are sold to residents across the South
Dakota border on the Pine Ridge Reservation where alcohol is banned.
 
Nevada: Owner of Las Vegas Liquor Stores Gets Prison Term in Tax Evasion
Case
A Las Vegas liquor store owner was sentenced Friday to 41 months in prison for tax
evasion and conspiring to defraud the United States. Jeffrey Nowak, 67, also was
ordered to serve three years of supervised release and pay restitution to the Internal
Revenue Service, according to a statement released Monday by the Justice
Department. Nowak and Ramzi Suliman jointly owned liquor stores in Las Vegas. At
their first store, Super Liquor Store South Strip, they skimmed cash receipts and kept
a double set of books to omit nearly $4 million in cash sales, the Justice Department
said.
 
New Hampshire: NH Liquor Commission and E. & J. Gallo Winery Team up to
Raise More than $21,000 to Support NH Food Bank
The New Hampshire Liquor Commission (NHLC) partnered with E. & J. Gallo Winery
and Pine State Beverage to raise more than $21,056 in support of the New
Hampshire Food Bank this past holiday season. During November and December
2016, E. & J. Gallo Winery committed to donate 50 cents to the New Hampshire Food
Bank for every bottle of Carnivor, DaVinci, William Hill and Whitehaven products
sold at New Hampshire's 79 statewide NH Liquor and Wine Outlets. The New
Hampshire Food Bank strives to provide nutritious food and resources to the more
than 139,730 New Hampshire residents, including 41,350 children, who are food
insecure, meaning they do not know where their next meal is coming from.
 
New Jersey: South Jersey Beer Distributor to Lay Off 128
A beer distributor in South Jersey will lay off 128 employees by the end of April. A
notice posted by the New Jersey Department of Labor and Workforce Development
website listed the layoffs at the Camden County location of Warren Distributing Co.
Businesses with a certain number of employees are required by law to provide
notification of business closings and mass layoffs. Numerous calls to the Warren
Distributing location's general manager seeking information on whether the
business was closing or downsizing were not returned.
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New York: Cuomo -  Reforms Saved State's Craft Alcohol Industry $15m
New York's craft beer, wine, cider and liquor manufactures have saved nearly $15
million since a series of regulatory reforms and incentives were put in place in an
effort to boost the industry. Democratic Gov. Andrew Cuomo announced the results
on Wednesday. He says the savings followed the state's decision to expand a
production tax credit and cut a labeling fee. The reforms started in 2012.
                                                     
North Carolina: A.D. "Zander" Guy Sworn in as Chairman of the North
Carolina Alcoholic Beverage Control Commission
Immediately prior to the business portion of the March meeting of the North
Carolina Alcoholic Beverage Control Commission, A.D. "Zander" Guy was sworn in as
chairman of the statewide regulatory agency. Guy previously had served on the
Commission from 2009 through 2013 and was Chairman from 2012 through 2013. "I
am honored Governor Roy Cooper has asked me once again to lead the ABC
Commission as chairman. I know first-hand that the Commission staff are focused on
applying North Carolina's laws and regulations professionally, and they work hard
every day to serve the best interests of the citizens of our state," Guy said.
 
Oklahoma: Alcohol Could Come to Oklahoma Movie Theaters If Bill Becomes
Law
Local movie theaters would have the ability to sell alcohol to patrons, who could
enjoy the beverages in their seats, under a bill being debated at the state capitol.
House Bill 2186 passed out of committee 13-2 last month and is scheduled to be
discussed in front of the full chamber Monday. Local theaters like The Warren in
Moore already serve alcohol in special balcony areas. But, the new measure by Rep.
Cory Williams (D-Stillwater) would allow theaters to serve alcohol in areas where
minors are too.
 
Oklahoma: Bill Would Leave Sunday Liquor Decision to Counties
Legislation in the Oklahoma Senate would allow voters in each of the state's 77
counties to decide whether liquor can be sold on Sunday. The bill by Sen Stephanie
Bice, R-Oklahoma City, would allow voters to decide on a county-by-county basis
whether liquor stores can open between noon and midnight on Sundays, beginning
in 2018, The Oklahoman reported Sunday. Under current law, liquor stores are
required to close on Sundays. The bill would allow county commissioners to
schedule elections, or residents could start petition efforts to get a measure on the
ballot.
 
Oregon: State's Liquor Control Commission Chair Rob Patridge Resigns
Rob Patridge, Chair of the Oregon Liquor Control Commission, today submitted his
resignation to Oregon Governor Kate Brown. Patridge is leaving the OLCC to join the
private sector. Patridge's resignation from the Commission is effective March 10,
2017. Patridge was appointed to the OLCC in October, 2012 and appointed Chair of
the Commission in July, 2013. "The opportunity to serve on, and lead, the
Commission during this dynamic time at the agency has been a highlight of my public
service career," said Patridge.
 
Oregon: Rob Patridge Speaks Out After Resigning as Chair, Also as Klamath
County DA
Rob Patridge, Chair of the Oregon Liquor Control Commission, or OLCC has officially
submitted his resignation. Patridge, who also has served as Klamath County's District
Attorney since 2013 also will resign from that post. News10 first reported that he
was rumored to resign from OLCC last week, but was unable to be confirmed on
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March 1. This comes around the same time that new regulations for dispensaries are
rolling out, as many are having to switch licensing in order to sell recreational
marijuana.
 
Pennsylvania: Private Wine Sales Cutting into Sales Projections at State
Stores
Pennsylvania's decision last year to finally allow wine to be sold in grocery stores
won praise in many corners. Still, some worried it could cut into sales at the long-
established state store system. On Thursday, the state Liquor Control Board
acknowledged a dip - of sorts. It said state stores located near grocery and
convenience stores that sell high volumes of wine had seen lower rates of sales
growth than projected before the law's passage.
 
Pennsylvania: Giant and Sheetz Continue to Buy Up Expired Liquor Licenses
Regional supermarket and convenience-store chains Giant Foods Stores LLC and
Sheetz Inc. continue to stockpile restaurant liquor licenses in Pennsylvania. The two
companies combined to win 25 of 42 expired licenses auctioned off by the
Pennsylvania Liquor Control Board. The winning bids were announced today, with
four awarded in the midstate. This was the second state auction of expired
restaurant licenses since last summer's liquor law changes, known as Act 39, which
created the auction process.
 
Pennsylvania: PLCB Issues 42 Notices of Selection to Top Bidders in Second
Restaurant License Auction
Following validation of 90 bids received by the March 3 deadline for the second
restaurant license auction authorized by Act 39 of 2016, the Pennsylvania Liquor
Control Board (PLCB) this week issued Notices of Selection to top bidders on 42
licenses. Winning bids range from $25,001 for a license in Lower Yoder Township,
Cambria County, to $463,802 for a license in Abington Township, Montgomery
County. The average winning bid in the second auction was $119,315.  The number
of bids received for each of the 42 licenses receiving bids ranged from one to five.
 
Pennsylvanian: State Makes a Rum Run to Cuba
Pennsylvania legislators flew to Havana last month with a simple idea for getting
around the 55-year-old embargo against Cuba: Trade our agricultural products for
rum. Two days in, the plan got even simpler: just buy a boatload of rum for state
liquor stores and forget the embargo. Republican state senate leaders say the 21st
Amendment, which ended Prohibition 30 years before the embargo began, gives
each state absolute control over alcoholic beverages. "You can't just suspend the
federal constitution," said Sen. Chuck McIlhinney, R-Bucks County and chair of the
Senate Law & Justice Committee. ve very similar views on Cuba.''
 
Rhode Island:  Providence Lawmakers Seek to Close Loophole That Allows
Booze in After-Hours Club
Providence's effort to close a loophole that allows patrons of an after-hour club to
buy alcoholic beverages even though the club does not have a liquor license has
reached the State House. Five state representatives from the capital city introduced
legislation last week that would prohibit licensed catering companies from selling
booze between 1 a.m. and 6 a.m., adding a potential penalty of license revocation for
caterers who violate the law.
 
Tennessee: New Push for Sunday Wine and Liquor Store Sales
There's a new push in Tennessee to remove some of the restrictions surrounding
when liquor stores can operate and when wine can be sold in grocery stores.
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Proposed legislation by Sen. Bill Ketron, R-Murfreesboro, and Rep. Gerald McCormic,
R-Chattanooga, would permit liquor stores to sell alcohol and grocery stores to sell
wine during the same hours when beer is sold. Under this legislation, liquor stores
could be open on Sunday and sell wine and liquor, and grocery stores would be
allowed to sell wine on Sunday.
 
Utah: Bill to Lower Blood Alcohol Driving Limit From .08 to .05 Advances
On Wednesday, a bill advanced in the Utah Legislature to lower the blood alcohol
limit for drivers from .08 to .05. The bill's sponsor, Republican Representative Norm
Thurston, said HB155 would bring the state of Utah in line with over 100 other
countries in terms of what is considered drunk driving. "Eighty-five percent of the
world's population lives in a country with a BAC limit of .05, including essentially all
of Europe, all of Canada, except for Quebec, essentially all of Asia, all of South
America except for Peru and Veneuzuela, Australia and most of Africa," Thurston
said.
 
Utah:  House Passes Alcohol Bill Sponsor Says Was Lesson in 'Collaboration
and Finding Balance'
The Utah House of Representatives overwhelmingly passed legislation Friday that
makes significant changes to Utah's alcohol laws, among them giving restaurants
that serve alcohol alternatives to the so-called "Zion curtain." While changes to the
law that requires preparation of alcoholic drinks to take place behind a barrier was a
focus for many people, the sponsor of HB442, House Majority Leader Brad Wilson,
R-Kaysville, said the bill has many other facets intended to reduce overconsumption,
underage drinking and level the playing field in the state's hospitality industry.
 
Virginia: Everclear to Be Legal in Commonwealth
Virginians will soon be able to buy Everclear and similar high-alcohol content drinks
at state-owned stores. Gov. Terry McAuliffe recently approved a bill that would
allow the sale of 151-proof clear grain alcohol at Virginia Alcoholic Beverage Control
stores. He vetoed a similar measure last year. University officials have raised
concerns that the sale of Everclear and other similar products would lead to binge
drinking.
ASSOCIATE MEMBER PROFILE

ABL has partnered with Fintech, the leading provider
of electronic data and payments solutions to the alcohol
industry, to provide a secure, affordable and hassle-
free way for ABL members to pay for alcohol deliveries
electronically and improve the beverage alcohol

purchasing process. Under the program, ABL members are eligible for a discount on Fintech's
electronic payment and data solutions systems. For more information, please click here.

BUSINESS & LIFESTYLE News
One in Ten Alcohol Buyers Purchase Alcohol Online
Whether we are toasting a friend's engagement, tossing one back at a party, or just relaxing at
home with a drink at dinner or while watching TV, Americans rarely run out of excuses to
partake in alcohol. With so many reasons to sip, chug, or shoot, it should come as no surprise
that nearly 7 in 10 Americans aged 21 and over (68%) are "regular buyers" of alcohol
(purchase any type of alcohol, either for themselves or for someone else, at least several
times per year). Interestingly enough, nearly 1 in 10 adults 21+ (8%), or 12% of regular adult
beverage buyers, say they purchased at least some of their alcohol online in the past 6
months.
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Wine Distribution Alternatives Won't Produce Tears for the Three Tier System
According to a Wines & Vines (W&V) article, in 1995 the number of alcohol distributors in the
U.S. was greater than the number of wineries: 3,000 to 1,800. That kind of competitive choice
must have been really good for wineries, but a lot of wine must also have been imported.
Today, according to the article, only 675 distributors service nearly 10,000 U.S. domestic
wineries , and a lot of imported wine. That is probably not so good for domestic wineries,
especially the smaller ones.
DISTRIBUTION News
Alabama:
Dogfish Head Expands Distribution to Alabama
 
Arizona:
Hop Valley Beers Expands Distribution to Arizona
 
Delaware:
SweetWater Adds Delaware Distribution in April
 
Kentucky:
New Day Craft Expands Distribution to Kentucky
 
Minnesota:
Dogfish Head Expands Distribution to Minnesota
 
Nevada:
Hop Valley Beers Expands Distribution to Nevada
 
Rhode Island:
Half Full Brewery Expands Distribution to Rhode Island
 
Tennessee:
Seattle Cider Company Launches Distribution in Nashville
 
Texas:
Bell's Brewery Expands Distribution to Houston, San Antonio
 
Wisconsin:
Boulevard Brewing Expands Distribution to Wisconsin
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