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ABL ANNUAL MEETING

Click Here to Visit the Meeting
Website & Register Today!

CALENDAR
March 2 - Whisky Advocate's WhiskyFest 2017 | Washington, DC
March 12-14 - National Alcohol Beverage Control Association Legal Symposium | Arlington, VA
March 14 - Tavern League of Wisconsin 33rd Annual Legislative Day | Madison, WI
March 26-28 - ABL 15th Annual Meeting | Las Vegas, NV
March 27-29 - Night Club & Bar Convention & Trade Show | Las Vegas, NV
April 3-6 - Tavern League of Wisconsin Spring Convention & Trade Show | La Crosse, WI
April 3-6 - American Distilling Institute Craft Spirits Conference | Baltimore, MD
April 10-13 - 2017 Craft Brewers Conference & BrewExpo America | Washington, DC
April 18-21 - Wine & Spirits Wholesales of America 74th Annual Convention & Expo | Orlando, FL
April 24-25 - Responsible Retailing Forum National Conference | San Francisco, CA
April 30-May 3 - National Beer Wholesalers Association Legislative Conference | Washington, DC
June 5 - Illinois Licensed Beverage Association Annual Golf Outing | Springfield, IL
September 17-19 - Illinois Licensed Beverage Association 132nd Annual Convention | Alton, IL

ABL & PUBLIC POLICY News
U.S. Banks Step up Fight to End Fee Limits on Debit Cards
U.S. banks are stepping up efforts to win one of Washington's fiercest lobbying battles with
a push to end limits on debit card fees that they claim have failed to help consumers and
handed retailers a $42bn windfall. The American Bankers Association is hoping to
capitalize on Donald Trump's vow to "do a number" on the Dodd-Frank act as it fights
limits on swipe card charges included in post-crisis reforms. The lobby group has launched
an advertising campaign with placements in publications including The Washington Post
and Politico that take aim at the so-called Durbin amendment.
 
Hensarling Ready to Make Final Term as House Financial Services Chairman Count
U.S. Rep. Jeb Hensarling has one more term left as House Financial Services chairman. With
a Republican in the White House, he is ready to make it count. The Dallas Republican is
heading the GOP effort to gut Obama-era financial reforms as the head of the U.S. House
Committee on Financial Services. And in a city where relationships mean everything, his
best friends are two of the most powerful people in the government: Vice President Mike
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Pence and House Speaker Paul Ryan.

Spicer: Expect to See 'Greater Enforcement' of Federal Marijuana Law
White House press secretary Sean Spicer said Thursday that he expects states to see
"greater enforcement" of the federal law against marijuana use, a move that would be at
odds with a growing number of states' decisions to legalize it. Spicer, taking questions from
reporters at the daily briefing, differentiated between the administration's positions on
medical marijuana and recreational marijuana. President Donald Trump "understands the
pain and suffering that many people go through who are facing especially terminal diseases,
and the comfort that some of these drugs, including medical marijuana, can bring to them,"
he said, also noting previous action by Congress not to fund the Justice Department "go[ing]
after those folks."

Music Organizations Lambast 'Broken' DMCA
A coalition of music organizations has criticized the Digital Millennium Copyright Act
(DMCA) as being "broken and antiquated", in a filing at the US Copyright Office.
Organizations including the Recording Industry Association of America (RIAA) and the
National Music Publishers' Association submitted the comments as part of the office's
ongoing study of copyright law. In December last year, House Judiciary Committee
chairman Bob Goodlatte and ranking member John Conyers revealed a set of proposed
reforms aimed at modernizing the office to "meet the challenges of the 21st century".
 
Chairman Goodlatte Outlines Sweeping Agenda for House Judiciary Committee
With Washington undergoing a transformation the likes of which has not been seen in
decades, House Judiciary Committee Chairman Bob Goodlatte recently outlined his
committee's priorities for the 115th Congress. Speaking at an event sponsored by the
Federalist Society at the National Press Club in Washington, D.C., Chairman Goodlatte
outlined a vision extending from intellectual property to the nation's borders and provided
a road map for business leaders of important regulatory law issues on which to focus.
Chairman Goodlatte stressed the importance of reforming the nation's rules and
rulemaking, particularly for small businesses.
ASSOCIATE MEMBER PROFILE

Constellation Brands
Constellation is the No. 3 beer company in the U.S. with
high-end, iconic imported brands such as Corona Extra,
Corona Light, Modelo Especial, Modelo Negra and Paci ico.
The company's beer portfolio also includes Ballast Point,
one of the most awarded craft brewers in the U.S. In
addition, Constellation is the world's leader in premium
wine, selling great brands that people love, including

Robert Mondavi, Clos du Bois, Kim Crawford, Meiomi, Mark West, Franciscan Estate, Ruf ino
and The Prisoner. The company's premium spirits brands include SVEDKA Vodka, Casa Noble
Tequila, and High West Whiskey.

INDUSTRY News
Alcohol and Tobacco Tax and Trade Bureau (TTB)
TTB Newsletter | Weekly News (February 24)
 
Alcohol Law Advisor
The Uncertain Legal Future of Wine Direct Shipping by the Retail Tier

Brewers Association
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Group Announces Funding for 2017 Research Projects
 
Constellation Brands
Group Named One of "World's Most Admired Companies" by FORTUNE Magazine
 
NACS - The Association for Convenience & Fuel Retailing
Amazon's Convenience Store Will Soon Begin Selling Wine and Beer at the Seattle Location
 
Wine & Spirits Wholesalers of America
WSWA Announces New Employee and Staff Promotions
AFFILIATE News
Connecticut Package Stores Association
Gov. Malloy Proposes Bill to Eliminate Minimum Alcohol Pricing Regulation
Under the current law, which was adopted in 1981, retail stores must sell alcohol at prices set
by liquor wholesalers. The governor said this law results in unnecessarily high prices for
consumers. According to the governor's office, Connecticut is the only state in the country
with such a law and it forces prices higher than prices for the same products in other states,
which means Connecticut residents are either paying more or traveling out to state to make
purchases.
 
Maryland State Licensed Beverage Association
Baltimore Brewers Fight Back as Diageo Prepares to Open U.S. Guinness Factory
A contentious battle between is brewing between beermakers big and small in Baltimore. 
Earlier this month, international liquor conglomerate Diageo announced plans to open a new
Guinness brewery and taproom in in Relay, Md. The $50 million brewery-taproom facility
would be the first Guinness-making operation on U.S. soil in over 60 years and bring in an
estimated 70 jobs, according to Diageo.
 
"Total Wine" Bill Draws Opposition in Annapolis
A bill that would enable business owners in the state to open a second alcohol store in
Montgomery County drew opposition during a hearing Monday in Annapolis as one opponent
noted the co-owner of the company pursuing the change has said he wasn't planning to open
a store in the county. Steve Wise, a lobbyist for the Maryland State Licensed Beverage
Association, which represents alcohol stores, asked the House Economic Matters Committee
of the General Assembly to not move forward with the bill, saying it would be a significant
change from established state law.
 
Montana Tavern Association
Missoula Lawmakers Co-Sponsor Bill to Raise Production Limit for Breweries
A bill introduced on Monday at the state House of Representatives by a Democrat and a
Republican from Missoula would have immense ramifications for the state's craft beer
breweries. It would allow breweries in Montana to increase their production from the
current limit of 10,000 barrels a year to 60,000 barrels and still sell beer to customers on the
premises. Rep. Adam Hertz, a Republican from House District 96, and Rep. Ellie Hill Smith, a
Democrat from House District 94, are co-sponsoring an as-yet-unnumbered bill that was
introduced Monday afternoon.
ASSOCIATE MEMBER PROFILE

ABL has partnered with Fintech, the leading provider
of electronic data and payments solutions to the alcohol
industry, to provide a secure, affordable and hassle-
free way for ABL members to pay for alcohol deliveries
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electronically and improve the beverage alcohol purchasing process. Under the program, ABL
members are eligible for a discount on Fintech's electronic payment and data solutions
systems. For more information, please click here.

STATE News
Alaska: McConnell to Head Alcohol and Marijuana Control Office
A former planner with the municipality of Anchorage will be the new director of the
state Alcohol and Marijuana Control Office. Erika McConnell will join the state office
March 20 after 14 years with the municipality, where she oversaw special land use
permits for alcohol and wrote Anchorage's marijuana land use regulations. She
replaces acting director Sara Chambers.
 
Arkansas: Panel OKs Bill Allowing Arkansas Grocers to Sell Wine from Any
Winery
A bill to allow grocery stores, including Wal-Mart Stores Inc. and Kroger Co., in wet
counties to obtain permits to sell wine from any winery cleared the House Rules
Committee after several hours of debate Wednesday. Senate Bill 284, by Sen. Bart
Hester, R-Cave Springs, was in part the product of negotiations involving the
Arkansas Beverage Retailers Association, Wal-Mart and some Altus-area wineries. An
amended version of the bill -- which was unavailable to the public on the
Legislature's website until after the meeting ended -- heads to the House for further
consideration.
 
Arkansas: Supporters, Opponents of Wine Sale Bill Make Voices Heard
Owners of liquor stores, wineries and other venues packed the House Rules
Committee for a bill that would allow all wine sales at grocery stores. Current law
only allows wine from small-farm wineries and Arkansas wineries. The bill, which
already cleared the Senate floor, is one of Walmart's top priorities this session, citing
their customers as the focus. A Walmart spokesperson said in committee they made
a deal with county-line liquor stores to not pursue statewide liquor sales if the bill
passes.
 
Colorado: Denver Social Marijuana Advisory Group Works Through Details
- But Disagrees About Alcohol
Denver city officials have brought together a disparate group to advise them on how
to implement the city's first-of-its-kind social marijuana use permit program. When
the panel met this week, the gaps between competing interests were hard to miss.
Neighborhood advocates and others wary of open marijuana consumption pressed
during a two-hour discussion Wednesday for concrete restrictions on a number of
fronts for Initiative 300-authorized consumption areas.
 
Connecticut: Small Liquor Stores Make Their Case at Capitol Hoping to Keep
Minimum Pricing
Small business owners lined up at the legislative office building Wednesday evening
to ask lawmakers to maintain minimum prices for alcohol sales in the state. Current
law forces liquor stores, large and small, to sell at prices put into place by liquor
wholesalers. But Governor Dan Malloy wants to open pricing decisions up to the
business owner. Small liquor store owners insist that would give big box stores a big
advantage.
 
Indiana: Bill Would Ditch Required Barriers at Small Wineries
Indiana lawmakers are considering doing away with a requirement that small
wineries put up barriers to keep minors away from areas where alcohol is served. A
bill before the Indiana Legislature would make several changes to state laws
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regulating alcohol, the News and Tribune reported. One amendment, written by
Republican Rep. Ed Clere of New Albany, would remove barriers between minors
and areas where alcohol is served in artisan distilleries and farm wineries. That
would put small wineries in the same category as boats and bowling alleys, where
minors can be present where alcohol is served.
 
Indiana: Supreme Court Weighs Arguments in Liquor Wholesaling Permit
Case
Is setting up a surrogate company an acceptable way to comply with the law, or is it
skirting the law? That was one of the issues debated Thursday when the Indiana
Supreme Court heard oral arguments in a case pitting liquor wholesaler Spirited
Sales Inc. against the Indiana Alcohol and Tobacco Commission. The case could
decide whether beer and wine wholesalers can also be legally permitted to sell
liquor in Indiana.
 
Iowa: Des Moines Chief Wingert - "We Have to Do Something" About Drunk
Driving
Iowa's problem with drunken driving became personal for Des Moines Police Chief
Dana Wingert last year when two of his officers died in a crash caused by a repeat
offender speeding the wrong way on Interstate Highway 80. Wingert told members
of an Iowa Senate judicial subcommittee Tuesday that he's acutely aware of the pain
caused to families when a loved one dies in an alcohol-related crash.
 
Kentucky: Liquor Dealer in Kentucky House Getting Action on His Liquor
Bills
A liquor store owner in the Kentucky House of Representatives is pressing ahead
with his ambitious package of seven bills aimed at helping liquor store owners,
despite concerns about a conflict of interest. State Rep. C. Wesley Morgan, R-
Richmond, won House committee approval Tuesday for his House Bill 136, which
would delete statutory language that prevents all liquor wholesalers from selling to a
liquor retailer that has exceeded the 30-day credit limit with any one wholesaler.
 
Louisiana: Bars, Restaurants Concerned about Having to Pay Another
Alcohol Tax
Local bar owners are wondering how newly proposed revisions to an alcohol tax
will affect their businesses. Over at Mollys at the Market Bar in the French Quarter,
owner Tierney Monaghan is busy at work checking her stock. Soon, she could have a
new duty added to her list. "This is not something that we're used to doing at all, so
I'm going to have to figure out how to convert what we sell into (gallons) so that
we'd be able to pay the tax to begin with," said Monaghan.
 
Maryland: Leggett Withdraws Liquor Authority Bill
County Executive Ike Leggett has killed his proposal to reform the county's
Department of Liquor Control (DLC) by putting it under the control of an
independent liquor authority. Leggett on Friday asked the county's state delegation
to withdraw the bill that would have created the authority. He told Bethesda Beat on
Friday that the bill is no longer needed because the management changes he has
made and the improvement plan being implemented by the department provide the
county with an opportunity to "address all the issues people have raised."
 
Maryland: On Liquor Day, Legislators to Consider Reform
Monday marks an annual tradition for the General Assembly: It's "Liquor Day," when
dozens of bills proposing to change the state's hodgepodge of liquor laws are up for a
hearing. Of the 62 bills on the agenda for the House's Economic Matters committee,
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many are proposals to broaden local liquor license regulations. In St. Mary's County,
for example, lawmakers are asking for permission to award liquor licenses to some
beauty salons and art galleries, while Montgomery County wants an extra hour for
liquor sales on Mondays that are federal holidays.
 
Minnesota: House Approves Sunday Liquor Sales
Supporters of lifting Minnesota's longstanding ban on Sunday alcohol sales were in
high spirits Monday after the full House cast a historic vote in favor of repealing the
restriction. It's the first time the proposal has cleared either chamber of the
Minnesota Legislature, and it passed with an overwhelming 85-45 vote. That's a big
shift from one year ago, when the full House voted the proposal down on a 70-56
vote. The bill would allow liquor stores in Minnesota to be open on Sundays from 10
a.m. to 6 p.m.
 
Missouri: Bill Would Allow To-Go Booze at Airports
A proposal that could allow travelers to drink alcohol at flight gates at St. Louis and
Kansas City international airports is moving forward in the Missouri Legislature.
House members advanced the bill in a voice vote Tuesday. It needs another vote to
move to the Senate. Bars, restaurants and other businesses that sell alcohol could
apply to allow customers to order drinks to-go if the bill is passed. Passengers
couldn't take the drinks on planes.
 
Montana: Spirits for Seniors? Bill Would Let Retirement Homes Purchase
Liquor Licenses
One state representative is hoping to "Make Retirement Homes Great Again" one
liquor license at a time. Rep. Adam Hertz says HB430 would let retirement
communities purchase liquor licenses and allow residents to buy drinks during the
day from a common dining area. He says the bill would allow residents to continue
their daily routines even after moving into a retirement community, an issue he says
is important to many people as they age.
 
New Mexico: DWI, DUI Bills Introduced by State Senator and Representative
A local senator and a local representative introduced new DWI and DUI-related bills
at the Roundhouse during the first half of this year's 60-day legislative session. Two
of Rep. Tim Lewis's three bills introduced during the session concern DWI
regulations, with House Bill 31, "Driver's Licenses For Some With Only One DWI,"
and House Bill 337, "Increase DWI Penalties." Sen. Craig Brandt's DUI bill adds
treatment-related penalties with his Senate Bill 238, "DUI Penalties and Changes."
 
New Mexico: Bill Would Ban Alcohol for Repeat DWI Offenders
A Democratic-control House committee blocked a proposal Thursday that would
have banned alcohol for New Mexico's repeat drunken drivers and created one of
the most restrictive DWI laws in the country. By a 3-2 vote along party lines, The
House Consumer and Public Affairs tabled a bill that would have mandated a lifetime
alcohol ban for those convicted of a third drunken driving conviction. Under the
legislation, those convicted of a second drunken driving offense would be prevented
from purchasing and consuming alcoholic beverages for a year.
 
Oregon: Legal Pot Businesses Struggle to Compete with Black Market
Opening a new business is never easy, but it's been especially challenging for Cori
Collins and Bob Brownback. The owners of Alpine Extracts had to comply with a
laundry list of requirements to produce cannabis oil for Oregon's new recreational
marijuana market. "We came in with our eyes wide open," said Collins. "We knew it
would be highly regulated." Unlike some other businesses, Alpine Extracts had to
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obtain various licenses. The cannabis oil had to undergo extensive lab testing. And
the Hood River company was required to install security cameras to be in
compliance with state regulators. 
 
Oregon: Group Agrees on Marijuana Regulation Consolidation Plan
Representatives from the marijuana industry, patient advocates and regulators have
agreed on a plan for consolidating recreational and medical marijuana regulation
under the Oregon Liquor Control Commission. The Oregon Health Authority has
regulated the medical marijuana program since it was created through Ballot
Measure 67 in 1998. When voters legalized recreational cannabis use with Measure
91 in 2014, regulation of the new program was assigned to the liquor commission,
while the health authority retained its oversight of the medical program.
 
Oregon: State Says No to Cannabis-Infused Alcohol
We can put marijuana in our ice cream and our ice cream in booze, but when it
comes to marijuana in our booze, Oregonians are out of luck. That's because earlier
this month the the Oregon Liquor Control Commission clarified the rules on
cannabis-infused alcohol, writing, "Adding marijuana or marijuana items to alcoholic
beverages adulterates the product. Therefore, unless allowed under the following
exception, marijuana-infused alcoholic beverages are prohibited in Oregon."
 
Pennsylvania: State's Liquor Laws Create Competition for Beer Drinkers
Pennsylvania beer drinkers have more choices than they used to in where to shop
for alcohol. Changes in Pennsylvania liquor laws have made it more convenient for
customers to pick up a six pack at distributors as well as retailers. A Cumberland
County retailer found a way to change with the times and compete with his
distributors. Monday was a busy day on the brewing side of business at Al's of
Hampden. Ten local brewers gathered together to make one beer for Harrisburg's
beer week.
 
South Carolina: Senate May Consider Alcohol Training for Servers,
Bartenders
The Senate could take up a bill that would require everyone who serves alcohol in
South Carolina to undergo training on how to spot and deal with drunk people and
avoid serving underage people. Dubbed Alli's Law, the bill is named for an Upstate
teen who wrecked her car and died while driving home from a bar. On Feb. 19, the
Senate Judiciary unanimously advanced the bill to the full Senate.
 
Utah: Bill to Lower Legal Alcohol Limit Passes Utah House
A bill to make Utah's blood-alcohol limit for driving the lowest in the nation passed
the Utah House of Representatives on Thursday. HB155, would reduce the legal limit
from .08 to .05 - a limit that matches most European and Asian countries but would
make Utah the first state in the U.S. to drop the limit to .05. Bill sponsor Rep. Norm
Thurston, R-Provo, said reducing the legal limit isn't intended to discourage drinking
but make Utahns think more seriously about drinking and driving.
 
Washington: State Senate Passes Bill Making Fourth DUI a Felony
The Senate has unanimously passed a bill that would make driving under the
influence a felony if the driver has three or more prior offenses on their criminal
record within 10 years. Senate Bill 5037 passed Thursday and now heads to the
House, where it has stalled in previous years. Under the measure, a fourth DUI
offense would become a class C felony, which is punishable by up to five years in jail,
and a fine of up to $10,000, or both.
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Washington: State Lawmakers Consider Bill to Change Drunk Driving Law
Washington lawmakers are considering a bill that would reduce the legal blood-
alcohol limit for drivers from .08 to .05. That would make the limit one of the lowest
in the nation. The House Transportation Committee heard the bill Tuesday.
Supporters of the bill claim the current legal blood-alcohol content limit is not
enough to protect drivers. Rep. John Lovick, a Democrat and former state trooper,
sponsored the bill. He said he is confident it will reduce the number of fatal
accidents.
 
Wisconsin: Proposal Would Regulate Powdered Alcohol Like Liquid Alcohol
Two Democratic state lawmakers have backed away from banning powdered
alcohol and instead want to subject it to the same regulations as liquid alcohol. Sen.
Tim Carpenter and Rep. Debra Kolste introduced a bill Monday to expand the state's
definition of alcohol to include powdered forms. A bill they introduced in 2015 to
ban sale of the substance in Wisconsin failed to win key Republican support. Given
that half of the states have already banned it, it's unlikely to be sold on a large scale
anytime soon.
 
Wyoming: Governor Mead Allows Alcohol License Bill to Become Law
Wyoming Governor Matt Mead will allow a bill clarifying requirements for obtaining
an alcohol manufacturer's license to become law without his signature. In a Feb. 20
letter to Senate President Eli Bebout (R-Riverton), the governor noted that while he
personally doesn't own a business which would be impacted by the bill, his brother
does. The governor says that to avoid any question about a personal interest he will
allow the bill to become law without his signature.
 
Wyoming: Legislature Passes Online Sales Tax Bill
The Wyoming Legislature has passed a bill that will require large retailers that don't
have a presence in the state - including online retailers - to collect sales tax on
purchases that are delivered into Wyoming. As long as House Bill 19/House Enrolled
Act 41 makes it past Gov. Matt Mead's desk, the law will be effective July 1. Affected
retailers will collect sales tax from Wyoming customers and remit that money to the
state. Businesses with fewer than 200 transactions or $100,000 in sales to Wyoming
customers are exempt from the law.
ASSOCIATE MEMBER PROFILE

ABL and Intellicheck Mobilisa have joined in a
new partnership to address the ongoing issue of
underage access to alcohol. Building on ABL's
many efforts to support responsible, age-

restricted beverage retailing, Intellicheck is offering its Age ID™ solution to improve customer
service and ensure compliance with state regulatory laws by instantly authenticating a
customer's identity and age via a mobile device or integrated with a point of sale instrument.
The ability to spot fake or altered identi ication and to positively verify a consumer's age in
real time provides ABL members with a valuable solution for keeping alcohol out of underage
hands.  For more information, please click here.

BUSINESS & LIFESTYLE News
Is Craft Beer Too Hoppy to Drink?
No matter how many stouts, porters, or lagers are on store shelves, for better or worse, the
success of the craft beer industry is directly tied to the success of IPA (India pale ale). The
wildly popular style has exploded over the last few years and is defined by the use of hops,
more hops, and even more hops. As brewers have ridden IPA to new heights, beer across the
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board has gotten increasingly hoppy and bitter. But is this trend getting out of hand? Have we
lost any semblance of balance? Or are our tastes evolving?
 
The Moët & Chandon Champagne Vending Machine Exists, and You Can Experience It
in Las Vegas
Because no visit to Las Vegas is complete without a bit of debauchery, guests at the Mandarin
Oriental Hotel can now buy bottles of champagne right from a vending machine. According to
Travel & Leisure, the hotel opened a Moët & Chandon vending machine in its 23rd floor Sky
Lobby. The adults-only machine dispenses "splits," mini-bottles of champagne in Moët's
Imperial Brut or Imperial Rose.
 
Brewers Hold Breath on Sales Impact of U.S. Marijuana Votes
In November, American voters took to the polls to elect their president. But voters in a
handful of states were also given a say on legalizing use of marijuana for recreational use. In
the states of California, Maine, Massachusetts and Nevada, they approved. In a statement after
the vote, the California Cannabis Industry Association, which lobbied in favor of the change,
said: "We now expect to add new jobs, add billions of dollars to California's economy, and
collapse an illicit market that has damaged our communities."
DISTRIBUTION News
Colorado:
Mike Hess Brewing Begins Distribution in Colorado
 
Georgia:
Catawba Brewing Expands Distribution to Georgia
 
Kansas:
Founders Brewing Co. Expands Distribution in Kansas
 
New York:
Two Roads Brewing Co. Expands Distribution to Western New York
 
Ohio:
Crooked Stave Expands Distribution in Southwest Ohio
 
Oregon:
Wildcard Brewing Co. Expands Distribution to Southern Oregon
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